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[t has been over 10 months since [ came to Japan on the Fukuoka
Immigrant Student and Student System in April last year.I was born in
Brazil and my family moved to Japan when [ was about two and a half
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years old when my whole family came to Japan. 1 came here. I was in
Gifu prefecture up to kindergarten, then lived in elementary school
in Shiga prefecture and was about 15 years old returning to Brazil.
Since [ was young when I was in Japan, the first language 1 learned
was Japanese, so [ could understand it normally, but I also struggled
to be different in living as an adult. I lived with my mother and
sister in Brazil, but in Japan I lived in a dormitory with all
prefectural |y-sponsored international students, and it was my first
time to come to Fukuoka prefecture. The view has changed.

After graduating from the system analysis and development course at
Faculdade de Tecnologia de Sdo Paulo—-FATEC in Brazil in 2018, came to
Japan and studied AI in the Department of Information and
Intelligence at the Graduate School of Systems and Information
Science at Kyushu University. - Artificial Intelligence).

In Brazil, my home country, [ have been doing various volunteer
activities, and while doing so, I came to want to make things for
people, especially the one that changed my way of thinking is called
ABEUNI Since I started to join a volunteer group, it provided a
simple physical checkup and dental treatment for the poor in Brazil.
[ did things that I could not experience elsewhere, [ measured blood
pressure, pointed my finger to measure glucose from a blood test, and
learned that my major was computer (IT) or a different university. 1
did a lot of things that I didn't, the main reason I started
volunteering was because I wanted to change my shy personality a bit,
but it was a great experience to meet and talk to a lot of people.
After studying in Brazil after studying in Japan, [ had decided that
[ would like to learn about artificial intelligence, but when I
volunteered, [ became interested in medical AI. In the laboratory of
Kyushu University, I learned information technology (IT-Information
Technology) used in hospitals and clinics.

The place I went to school was two hours each way from the dormitory
where 1 live to [to campus of Kyushu University, so I went twice or
three times a day on a class or a laboratory seminar in a week. At
other times, I was studying alone in my dormitory.

In the past year, there were various Fukuoka cultural experiences as
a part of studying abroad, such as fireworks festival, pottery
experience, strawberry picking, mountain climbing, mochi, homestay,
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cherry blossom viewing, and many other businesses. 1 was particularly
impressed with the pottery experience because [ wanted to do it for a
long time, but when I actually tried pottery, the teacher who taught
me was surprised to hear that I had 50 years of experience I remember
well.

Other projects that were held included the Fukuoka Prefectural
People’s Association Invitation Program and the 10th Overseas Fukuoka
Prefectural People’s Association World Convention.

The Overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai World Congress was held in Fukuoka
Prefecture, where everyone from the Fukuoka Kenjinkai in various
countries around the world gathered. We, our prefectural government,
sang Kiroro' s best friend with gratitude.

The Prefectural Association Leaders Invitation Program is a project
in which 11-year-old children from Fukuoka Prefecture around the
world are invited to Fukuoka Prefecture to experience their roots in
Fukuoka. It was a hard schedule for 10 days. I slept with you and
participated in various activities for 10 days. The most impressive
thing for me in this project was a visit to elementary school, a
chance to meet elementary school students in Japan and children [t
will be an unforgettable experience for all of us, we will talk about
our country at school, teach Japanese traditional play together, and
clean up the school which is not abroad in the group at each
responsible place Help each other to clean, and during lunchtime,
students change into aprons, and on a duty system, everyone is
responsible for each and every one of them and prepares for food. [t
was all a good experience to have “1 have” and “I had a feast”
together, and for my elementary school visit, [ had the opportunity
to use a microphone to translate Japanese to Portuguese in front of
you It was a good experience.

Thanks to the various people who have made various experiences in the
past year, especially with the help of the International Exchange
Center, Family Association, International Plaza, [ think that there
have been many inconveniences, Thank you very much for supporting us.
[t is not yet clear what has happened since the end of this program,
but after returning to Japan, [ would |ike to help and support the
Fukuoka Prefectural People’ s Association in Brazil while making use
of my various experiences in Japan.
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[ am in Japan for the second time in my |ife. Last time that [ came it was three
years ago and the people around me were mostly Brazilians. [ worked in a part-
time job for three months, but couldn’t get to know Japan so deeply. After
graduating from pharmacy and finishing my internship at Johnson and Johnson, I
decided to come to Japan once again. This time as Kenpi rydgaku student and I
aimed to know more about Japan’ s culture and society, also study more in the
area of pharmacy. [ was looking forward to living in Japan for a year, which has
always been a dream for me since I was little and [ heard a lot of good things
from my older sister, who came as a Kenpi ryugaku student 3 years ago.

This year's Fukuoka Kenpi ryugaku program came 9 people from Brazil, Bolivia,
Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, Peru and the United States countries, with 3 people
from Brazil and 1 from each of the other countries. At first I was very worried
if we would get along, because before I came to Japan, 1 knew there would be 7
men and 2 women, which is very rare, because usually most of people are women. To
my relief, we got along very well since the beginning and thanks to all of them I
could feel like being at home, even away from my family and friends from Brazil.
We had so much fun together during this year and I am really grateful to be able
to participate in this program with them. These are people who have saved me at



various difficult times in Japan and 1 hope that we keep our friendship even
after this year in Japan.

Not only the students, but I am also very grateful to the people who took care of
us in Fukuoka. The Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation and Kazokukai people
have made this experience in Japan even more amazing with many events that were
very interesting and fun. [ would like to thank everyone immensely. In
particular, what was most memorable to me were the event with children and
leaders from many countries called Shitei Shouhei, the summer festival, the event
that brought together many people from various Fukuoka kenjinkais around the
wor |d known as Sekai Taikai and the tea ceremony. At Shitei Shouhei, we met some
ex—Kenpi ryogaku students and a lots of kids and there were a lot of activities
and fun during 12 days we spent together. The summer festival was a unique event
in Japan and we were able to wear yukata and see many beautiful fireworks. The
Sekai Taikai was one of the most anticipated and exciting events and it was a
unique experience to be able to meet so many people from various countries joined
in a single event. As Shitei Shouhei, I could met many ex—Kenpi rytgaku students
and | was able to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Kenpi rytgaku program.
Finally, the tea ceremony was an opportunity to feel the delicacy and essence of
Japanese culture. We could also wear kimonos which were really wonderful.

During this one year, I got to know more about my roots. I met my father's family
who lives in Fukuoka and many of them are close to my family from Brazil until
now. They took good care of me during this one year and I thank them very much. 1
was able to spend a lot of time with them, we went to many places |ike Kagoshima
and Saga and met some stories from my family who lived in Japan and then moved to
Brazil. Even though [ can't speak Japanese very well, they were very kind.

During that one year, I did research in a laboratory at the Kyushu University’ s
Faculty of Pharmacy, just as my older sister did three years ago. [ went to the
lab every day, learned a lot, did a lot of experiments, | was able to make some
Japanese and foreign friends (Thailand, Malaysia and Taiwan), visited a kurozu
factory in Kagoshima, and was able to present my research at a congress in Kyoto
in December. Now I am doing the latest experiments to write an article. It is a
great privilege to have a paper written by a renowned university in Japan |ike
Kyudai. Despite many challenges, 1 thank everyone who supported me, in fact I
learned and grew a |ot.

As a Kenpi ryndgaku student, [ was also able to accomplish some of my goals.
During that one year I was able to learn a |ittle more about Japanese l|anguage
from Kyushu University' s Japanese classes, although I couldn’t study as much as I
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wanted because of the time in the lab. Even so, in December [ was able to apply
the nouryoku shiken as level 3. Another memorable goal was during August, [ was
able to climb Mount Fuji, which was one of the most difficult experiences of my
life, it was unforgettable and incredible. It took me 12 hours to go up and 5
hours to go down, so my body was extremely exhausted after that. [ was also able
to learn more about Japanese culture, curiosities and Japanese society, as well
as seeing the change from Heisei to Heiwa Era with a new emperor, which was very
interesting. Knowing some provinces of Japan and with all the experiences and
chal lenges during this one year, | was able to know more about myself, my roots
and meet people from various countries. I want to thank from the bottom of my
heart all the people who took care of me, the students Kenpi Ryugaku, the people
from the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation and Kazokukai, my family from
Fukuoka, the people from the university, in particular my teacher and the PhD
students who accompanied me and all the students in my lab and also a big thanks
to Fukuoka Kenjinkai from Brazil and my family from Brazil who supported me a lot
to come to Japan. [ hope I can continue to contribute to the connection between

Brazil and Japan, as well as apply what I have learned and help others.
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English version

I am Henrique Itiro Eto and I come from Brazil, nice to meet you! At the time
that this text is being written (January 2020), 1 am 24 years old. Here in
Fukuoka, I am a research student at Kyushu University at the Electrical

Engineering Department.

Being an exchange student in Fukuoka was a new experience in my life. It was the
first time that I |ived abroad and also, first time living away from my parents.
Because of that I had to learn skills such as cooking, doing the laundry,
cleaning the room, buying groceries’, speaking japanese for survival and
respecting japanese manners. And also, in my dormitory, 8 other exchange students
(who also have roots in Fukuoka) lived with me. They were from the USA,

Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico and Peru. Because of that I needed to cope

with cultural differences between all of us.

I tried to experience the japanese customs as much as possible. I did “Hanami” on
April, the parks were all covered with the pink petals of the cherry tree, it was
so beautiful. We (exchange students) harvested bamboo shoots in a rural area and

cooked delicious food with the Kazokukai members. [ watched a baseball game at
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Fukuoka Dome while eating some delicious takoyaki and because of that, I
developed a liking for baseball (which is a national passion in Japan). We wore
Yukata in Natsu Matsuri (Summer Festival) while watching awesome japanese
fireworks. We did japanese traditional ceramic and a difficult tea ceremony,
visited several Shinto and Buddhist temples and stayed overnight in traditional
japanese houses. In short, in 1 years | managed to do a lot of japanese customs

that I cannot find in Brazil and I feel grateful for it.

All around the world, japanese dishes are regarded as one of the most delicious.
And in Japan, Fukuoka is considered to be the capital of good food. So in
conclusion, I tried to eat as much as possible! The specialty dish in this region
is Hakata Ramen, also known as Tonkotsu Ramen. The soup broth is based on pork
bones and other ingredients, which are typically boiled for several hours, giving
it a thick consistency and rich flavour. The noodles are cut thin so that the
customer can chew it quicker. This ramen easily fills your belly and your heart
with a good feel. I will really miss Hakata Ramen when 1 go back to Brazil.
Besides this wonderful ramen, I also ate onigiri, delicious ice cream, takoyaki
yakisoba, yakiniku, okonomiyaki, sukiyaki, bento boxes, chicken wings, korean

food, western food and so on.

As kenpi students, we also had to attend several events. For example, there was
the Shiteishouhei event in which we had to take care of children who also have
roots with Fukuoka. Also, there was the Sekai Taikai event, in which people from
all around the world with Fukuoka roots attended. The kazokukai members promoted
events for us to know more about the japanese culture |ike the ones mentioned

before (natsu matsuri, tea ceremony, bamboo shoots and so forth).

I got really surprised with the fact that |ife here in Japan is really practical.
To pay the bus or train you just need to tap the IC Card in the card reader.
Public transport rarely gets delayed. If you are thirsty, you can buy a drink

from the vending machine. If you are hungry, you can go to a convenience store
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and buy onigiri or bento box. When you enter a restaurant, the waiter usually
gives you water and a towel to clean your hands called “oshibori”. There are a
lot of places around the city |ike cafes and train stations where free wi-fi and
power outlets are offered. Japan, compared to Brazil, is a safe place to live, so

[ did not get afraid to walk in the streets at night or use cellphone in public.

Thanks to the kenpi program, [ was able to visit my family s hometown, Kama-shi.
I visited the home of members of family, managed to talk with them, pray for the
deceased, learn more about my family' s origin and see old photos. Because of
that, [ feel really grateful. This experience made me more connected with
Fukuoka.

At Kyushu University Ito Campus, under the guidance of Dr. Masahito Shouyama, I
am studying the power electronics (POWER ELECTRONICS) applied to MICROGRID. I'm
studying in Japan about microgrids that have been attracting attention recently
in electrical engineering and topics on this topic. A microgrid is an energy
network that installs small power plants nearby in a community rather than large
power plants and uses distributed power sources to send power to homes and
factories. This energy is obtained from distributed sources such as solar power,
wind power, and biomass power. The microgrid system avoids environmental problems
thanks to the use of renewable energy and can deliver electricity to rural areas

far from cities.

I used some of my time to study the Japanese language. Since most of the japanese
people do not speak English, I had to learn Japanese in order to communicate with
them. Speaking in Japanese is still quite difficult, but I feel that I got much
better in reading and listening. | also applied for the Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT) in order to test my skills and try to get a certificate.

In Brazil, | pretend to study much more!
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In conclusion, the Kenpi program was a really good experience for my life. I got
to learn how to be more independent and mature, experience how is daily life in
Japan and its customs, eat delicious food, study technical concepts in
engineering and the japanese language, and finally value more my Japanese roots
in Fukuoka. When I go back to my country, I intend to be more active in my
Fukuoka Kenjinkai, promoting and participating in events to preserve the Japanese
tradition between the Nikkei community. I want to make the brazilian people more
aware of how the Japanese culture really is, to break the stereotype of

“samurai”, “geisha” and “anime”.

18



19



AWM KEKRER S R T LFREFHER
#E FEWIELC
GIRIEEHA)

20195 4ANL2020F3A8%T. 7S VIEEDZEETHD. IHBI EYYT
—HAEDIREFBY L1z, BIIHE., IS DIENTFTMONSFERRFERTIREE
%, GREBEEFFEFETOISLZBELTRAL, MINKZBIZHREEL LTAZEL
e COBZFEOELGEMITT S DVILOEGMM., BEFN. XIEHERICH DT EAHD
ERTHD, FE4 A LA, GRREERXRE Y —BLEOHATEENIREEEN
TREZICVWS LI-FF, REBFZAFERIR L I —RUEBARBASRERLGZENZ LD
AR MIEMT E2BELH SO, ARZEICEONGVLELIH D EEA BNT=,

TIBEEDODAMKETOERGRFHEIUTOELSY THD.

(1) IBEBODITS VI THDEERIDT—ITHSAIA 705y FIZEAELz/NT—
ILY FOZYRCDONTHE Lz, SHRZEGFNT—ILY PO ADHRICERT
BTTWED, REIBENIZFICERZEVTKEEZEEXELTVS-H,. EEOHEXEE
EDBEMERIET DMBENH o=, HIEEFE (Dragan Maksimovic, Robert Warren
Erickson #& [lFundamentals of Power Electronics] )D% 1,2,3,4,5, XUV TE%EFEL
L7,

(2) 22—V a3 ERTTHEHDHEY—ILPSIN, ELUMATLAB (2D THIE
"Lz ShoDYIaL—YaVEBREBE. V—5—/\R/I, ANEERZESTV
47070y FOBEEHRITT S LEAMELTLS,

(3) MRETICIK, TFTIPLTRFELELVEFOKFEZEREENHY . HHOBFAE
PHEAARE LEXFDOEE L H 1=,

(4) TSelected Topicos in Global Science VII - IRFIEREFEI—X | *
lAdvanced Engineering Il - ITZ& B EOKEFERNEZICSMLTI=,

(5) BREDOLANIILERLET S0, AMINKEEBFEL O Z—DHEEXRE Y SATHMHEL
T=o

(6) AMRFHAZDEBFEEZRART DAMKEREERS KUFSA ARET 1~k
[ZEZMmML., Z<LDEXIEDAEELESS ZENTE,

BIRDERIZ, BEBEEFREFLELREOBZRODEEZBME LEEHICSNT S
DBENH =0, ARETESREADLFERESN-ESTHSH, NT—ILY 0=

20



DRCEATHELDHLVHBEZEBRETELEO5THS, AMKZTORREL LTOHRE
BREEML. RERIMEERIT. HRICEMLTEHRLLY,

21



ARV E7REARAS
BEx YF FUEL7T
MREAKREEMEREFH

(RXDFEZF)

CAICBIF-RADBRIEYF - ADF - IRKRTY, SEREZRFLELLTIOVETHS
BARIZEFELz, 24%TY, BRICEFLTHLIFIBOBEITEFE->TWNT MK &
FEENLTWET, GELGSRDBERD/IARR—FIEZFDELSIZEVNVTWSENLTT., &
SEBRANZESDTIEZFOANEUPLT LMWL EERBWET, MABKRICEL DO T
TY. ETHLRVWELLTHYZBERBRAHYFEL -, REHRICERERZEL L T—HIC
K-8 ANFBABLEDALETY, FIEVF, A2Fxva, XL, RYET, T35
W, TAUHDAFETT, BATEES 1 EA/BE, - SANEE. B, B D
YELF=. KEFEoF=L. AOE. RE. REZETEHRLIBEVEL

KEZE, A BE- TV =D EIFETHEEWEL-, OOVE7CEHRED R RAEEEE
VFELIz, TRTHAFICELSTHLVLWEDTY, BRIZESFIEIHEOTH— FZDULT
M LI-CEEHYFFATLEY., FELEADETFEL:. MEEHXKETHIEZME
LTWET, RICESTSERFLEARETEIONELLTI A, EHMWGARET—
Av/DOTH—bEEDIFEEZVE LI, $FITHEO—IL, LEUNA, R B
o, o899y, RREL—X, Ya—"Y)—L, FEEKRHZBIZFET, PUKITLWT
ERD

ART—EU-< Y LEOE, BROMIANE THEES, HOEROARORS,
N LONA T, REROFELAERROHL, BATE, REXOHLIZETSH
BHEHYELE, ETLRYTEAOLAARBHIERTL>T MY BROX
EPRBERETCNE L, BATORBREOHMERICERNSNE LI, HOF
SHAMBEET. 5 Eh. TLTBHHREESERDOT/ T —FDEIBHDT,
KIFETT,

IDERAFZRLHEELTELLAD =TT, ERAEIERHICICLN =D TE A,
BATHESSARITI HDHEEADHY, 6 AICEAEEEIFRIBAVWEXREIEELI BN

22



RLEFREBBISENTLKDEVSIELOALGWIERBES LWLWIASSLTY, 18
BITRIL—, RUET. FAUB, NTA, PILEVFY, Axa, TV, 1855
TA. AT EFHBEBRRKBEDLEMDENTED LIFEBILI L TVWELATL I, #
EHIEFHEEBICEROXIEZLTH L5, L SADFEBZELELT:,

Z L CRREIZI SADERBINE Lz KAICA> TRMIZ LIz C L IEHEBIRITT
. FRBICIIEERFENMATITERBAGEBMICITEE Lz, X5BKEE. BEL. T
TRAFYTIVN—=Y =54 hFTAB, HBT—IL K, FRNESLE, 87V Ly
FE—IL, BEFRILEBAGBICEVIZITEEL, HMEEETEEALTLIZ, 9
BAERTCHADREEZESWVIITEE Lz, B EERROANLRHEIBHICITEE LR, B&
—HEICBRICITEE Lz, BE—HRICHEZBIITOERN>-TY, FATBEERE—HE
[THBICEURITEE Lz, FAEZDOERDOHA FTLT=,

11RI2IEX, REAKRBRZSETWVEEELE, BYDOEMTO, OKRFESLHHKED
BEALGEZEDYELE, —BHLNSDIXEETL, BhdFETEFLELSE
N, ELAMD1-TT,

12A1F. BAENHFYEELVDOTEREIHABRN 2ZI+F L, 2DV RTRIL,
AR VETIZVW MDY )V RATREEECELG>TVWELEZ, PEORAMERIZE
TNT, —#IZLWT<NTI MM >-TY, BRERICAFIZITE. £ TEHEMG
BABZBRNFEL, REIZHEITEFELREDL, EM-=TT ! KNew BlI/N—FO VY
[CITEFELF, ETHELNDI-TT,

TEARYMITLEEDTETHLI NMLINTY, BATOEFEFISLDOTIMN, TNT
LRFANT-IT R TOBTITELDELAZHELEL -, FAFEYHLKRFEIZHY. B
KRIZKEEZTEYIHTXFOILHENMEZFE Lz, BRICKTHL—BFELTY— M
LWEZTY, AREI—FIVU—LTEWLWLWERSOT, aBVETZIZR fzEEITRZL
MEEZRASLZVER>TVWET, BTHRA I EZF—T2LEVLOTTH, BEICHE
HERICB-MFEEZIRTENET,

BEICARIZCELRZED—BORIIEIMDAHMO>TWLWAIALETHY ., RELAHNIZET
T NBFIDOEANEZNDEFAOAY IZWVET,

BATELT CETWOWIWMRERRICHYEL Rz, REPRELENELGNIZEDLZENET
LN =DTIH, BN DICIONT VEEMRBRLK LA ENTEELT -,

23



CDRANZF VY TRMDOEENDBVEREEI R, HAEZIL LM, TLTH
LOWREZFEIHEEEMEBICEADETELRVGIETY, BIEIIITVBHIENETE
FREEFLTVET,

Hello, my name is SACHI MEDINA SAKAMOTO and I am from Colombia. I came to Japan
with the Fukuoka exchange program 2019. Now I am 24 years old. After arriving to
Japan, [ used only my mother's last name, “Sakamoto”. That's because it is how it
is written in my Japanese passport, and I think it's easier for the Japanese people
to call it. It's my first time living in Japan, so it is a very good breath of
fresh air and I have learned and experienced a lot of things. The eight people who
came with me as prefectural students are from different countries, from Argentina,
Mexico, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil and the United States. It's been already one year in

Japan and has been a year with a lot of learning, experience and sacrifice.

The university that [ attended in Fukuoka was very different from the one I studied
in Colombia. I studied International Business Management in Colombia. Everything
was new to me; [ had never studied cooking desserts before coming to Japan, but I
realized that 1 like it. [ was studying nutrition at Junshin Junior College.
Although for me it is still difficult to speak in Japanese, 1 learned how to make
some traditional Japanese and European desserts |ike: Matcha roll, lemon pie, bun,
rice cake, bread, croissant, madeleine, cream puff. This is something that I really

|iked, and I want to continue doing it.

There were a lot of things in Japan that surprised me such as how easy it is to
open food, cleanliness and safety of the town, high-tech toilets, the existence of
smoking areas and a variety of frozen foods available in the groceries. The
Kazokukai members were really kind with us, and they took us to know Fukuoka ~ s
traditional places and they taught us about Japanese traditions. For that, [ am
very grateful. the tea ceremony was realized with Matcha, my favorite tea. The
most complicated part of that activity was the position to sit (seiza) but when |
got used to it, it became fun. Japan surprised me because the people are well
ordered and punctual. My favorite Japanese food is sushi, udon and okonomiyaki (it

is like a pancake, I discovered this year and I loved it!).
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My summer vacation was the most exciting and fun. The summer vacation was busy,

but I had many opportunities to travel in Japan.

In June we participated in an incredible program of bringing children from countries
| ike Peru, Bolivia, USA, Hawaii, Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Paraguay to Fukuoka,
it lasted for a week and I never imagined that I could get to know the culture of
various countries. We did a lot of activities to make the children to learn about

Japanese culture. And also, we visited many places in Fukuoka.

The first thing I did on vacation was to go to Okinawa with another four kenpi
students. We went to visit touristic places |ike Churaumi Aquarium, Manza, Nago
Pineapple Park, Niraikanai Bridge, Okinawa World, Peace Memorial Park, Okinawa
OQutlet Mall, Sea Sky Tunnel., Okinawa was very beautiful. In September I went to
see my family in Tokyo, and we went to a lot of popular places in this modern city.
[ also went to Osaka with my mother. It was good to spend time with her. I went

again to Okinawa with my mom and my grandmother, 1 was the guide in this time.

In November we had the Japanese tea ceremony, it was a nice experience. I had the

opportunity to choose and wear Kimono and

In December 1 took the Japanese Proficiency Test (JLPT) and since I still cannot

speak Japanese that well, [ took the N5 level

This Christmas was totally different from the others that I had in Colombia. A
friend of mine from China came to visit me in Fukuoka, was nice to have her with
me. We went to Beppu to see the hot springs and there we ate the traditional
japanese food. We also went to Nagasaki and it was cold! For New Year’ s Eve we

went to Hard Rock, it was a lot of fun.

I’ m so happy because I traveled as much as I could. the cost of life in Japan is
expensive but still I had a lot of fun in every city that I visited, I fell in
love with the food so much that 1 weighted 7 kilos more than when I came to Japan.
My favorite dessert since I arrived in japan is the taiyaki. I think it is delicious
with the custard cream, that’ s the reason that I want to open a taiyaki store
when 1 come back to Colombia. And later I would |ike to open a matcha cafe, 1 will

use all the knowledge that I acquired during my staying in Fukuoka.
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In the end the best thing about coming to Japan is the people I got to know, and
my friends who helped me if I had a problem are always around me. Living in Japan
was a good experience. It was hard and I missed a lot my country my friends and
family. One of the most difficult things at first was that I couldn’” t speak
Japanese and also the majority of the people who came with me were boys and just
one girl, so I had to learn how to deal with the male comments and behavior. This
Kenpi program is a very good scholarship that can give us the opportunity to build
strong relationships with other countries, learn more about Japan and make new

friends. [ felt very happy to be here.

When I return to Colombia, I have a big responsibility with my kenjinkai. I want

to help as much as possible and being present in almost every event.
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About ten months have passed since I came to Japan. At first, | was worried and

anxious, [ had never been on an airplane alone and I couldn't speak English.

“Will 1 be able to arrive in Japan?” , “Will the luggage arrive?” , “What kind
of people will come to this year as Kenpi rytugaku students?” , “Will we get
along?” , “How will be school?” , “Will it be difficult?” , “Is the teacher
kind?” , “Will I be able to make friends at school?” . [ thought of many things.

Then, on the way to Japan, | met a Kenpi ryogaku student from Mexico (Toshio) and
Peru (Koichi) in Paris and I met the other students when [ arrived in Japan. Also
I was relieved that I received my luggage safely. The students of this year are 3
from Brazil, 1 from Argentina, 1 from Colombia, 1 from Peru, 1 from Mexico, 1
from the United States and me from Bolivia, a total of 9 students from 7
countries. When we arrived to the dormitory, there were various explanations,
such as the rules of the dormitory, the rules for Kenpi ryutgaku students, the
events that would have, a self-introduction, so I thought that Japan would be

harsh. 1 was glad that the Kenpi rytgaku students were very good people.

The cherry blossom trees that Mr. Yamaguchi from Kazokukai took us to see were
very beautiful. On April 6th, classes at the technical college called Dai-Ichi
Automobile Mechanics Col lege began. The reason why I wanted to study at that
technical school was because my parents managed agriculture and they use a lot of
machines, then I thought that [ could fix them when they broke, saving time and
money. In the event Dontaku Parade, there were people from many different

countries, everyone was bright and very friendly and it was a very enjoyable day.

The first time that I met most of the members of Kazokukai was during the bamboo
shoot moat and barbecue at Mr. Seki's house. It was my first time to dig a bamboo
shoot and this event was a very fun and good experience. The food and barbecue

cooked by the Kazokukai members were really good. During homestay event, provide
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by Kazokukai members of Kurume, 1 was took care in Mr. Yamazaki' s home. Mr.
Yamazaki is a very kind and fun person. He took us to eat at a Yakitori
restaurant at night and the food was very delicious. Thank you very much, Mr.

Yamazaki.

In July, there was the event called ‘Shitei Shouhei’ , which came children and
leaders from various countries. At first, when all of us met each other, everyone
was embarrassing and quiet because of the language differences, but soon we got
along. There were various activities during Shitei Shouhei. There were school
tours, we visit Fukuoka Tower, Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine, Disaster Center, etc. The
activities I |iked the most were when we played with water shoots made by bamboo
and experiencing earthquakes, which were very fun. I felt so lonely on the day

they returned because we became friends with the children and the leaders.

The first thing that I did during summer vacation was to travel to Okinawa with
four Kenpi ryogaku students and we went to various places. The Churaumi Aquarium
was very large, there had many animals that [ hadn't seen before and the most
impressive thing was whale sharks. In Okinawa World, we entered in a cave and the
landscape was very beautiful. When we came back from Okinawa, we went to the
fireworks festival with Kazokukai members. At the fireworks festival, there were
various foods that were really delicious and there were many people. Also there
were big and beautiful fireworks that I had never seen in Bolivia. Thank you,
Kazokukai members, for making beautiful and memorable fireworks. One week later
Mr. Yamaguchi took us to the beach and I took a banana boat and played soccer

Thank you, Mr. Yamaguchi, it was very fun.

The Kazokukai members took us to pick grapes, which was my time first doing that.
The grapes were bigger and sweeter than Bolivian’ s grapes and they were very
good. It was a very enjoyable day, thank you to all the Kazokukai members for

their valuable experiences.

At the school, there was a company explanation lecture and people from various

companies came, which were from Toyota, Netz Toyota, Nissan, Subaru, UD TRUCKS,
ISUZU, HONDA, SUZUKI, Volksbergen, Audi, Jaguar, Land Rover companies. . It was
very interesting and fun to listen to these people’ s lectures. Jaguar and Land

Rover were the companies that interested me the most based on the company’s
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system, salary, the types of the cars sold, trucks, company’'s hierarchical

system, because the salary is good and since I never drove these companies’ cars

and I would |ike to buy them one day. The school practice is very fun, we

assembled gasoline engines and diesel engines separately. We also performed

welding, arc welding, and gas welding. We welded well in Bolivia, so it was good

to learn. The school is very fun and my teachers and friends are very nice and

gentle. I want to make use of what I

learned when return to Bolivia.

The experience and enjoyable time that I have ever had in Japan provided valuable

experiences and good memories. All of them were thanks to the Fukuoka

International Exchange Foundation, to the
Kazokukai members and to the Bolivia Fukuoka
Kenjinkai. Thank you very much for taking
care of me, I think I will never forget the

whole year | spent in Fukuoka. If you have

{ any questions about coming to Bolivia,

please contact me and I will give you the
best possible treatment. Even after

returning to Japan, 1 would like to do my

',i best by using what 1 learned in Japan, and I

want to continue to work as a bridge between
the Fukuoka International Exchange
Foundation and the Bolivia Fukuoka

Kenjinkai.
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Intro

First are foremost I would |ike to thank Fukuoka Kokusai Koryu Center and the
Government of Fukuoka for this great opportunity. I am a third generation Nikkei
from my father’ s side of the family, both my grandmother and grandfather are
from Omuta, Fukuoka—Ken and left Japan when they were about my age to Paraguay
and then finally to Argentina. 1 am the eldest son of two, and even though half
of my family is Japanese I was not so I touch with the culture compared to the
other exchange students, so one of the main reasons to come in this program was
to get in touch with my roots, and the japanese culture. In addition, 1 graduated
as an Electronics Engineer, and my main field of study and work is computer
vision, Japan is a very developed country in this field and having the
opportunity to study and research with state-of-the-art technologies and renowned

researchers was another big reason to come here.

Daily Life

Back there in Argentina I always |ived with my parents, and even though I had a
really independent |ifestyle it was going to be my first time living by myself.
Thankful ly, Japan ended up being a really comfortable place to live. Everything
from the food which has great quality and is delicious, the quality of public

transportation, the manners and politeness of the japanese, and the feeling of
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safety which is totally different from Argentina. At first I realised that my
main difficulty was going to be the language, so I decided to focus a lot more
during the first months in that, and also other exchange students who are really

good at japanese helped me a lot with that.
School

As for my studies, | attended the Laboratory for Image and Media Understanding
(LIMU), of the Graduate School of Information Science and Electrical Engineering
at Kyushu University. I am really grateful towards Professor Shimada and
Assistant Professor Minematsu, who not only welcomed me to their laboratory but
also let me be part of one of the main works of the laboratory. The professors
mentioned to me the possibility of applying to an international conference if I
could manage to finish the research by the end of summer. 1 put a lot of effort
into finishing this, and I managed to write a scientific paper. Thankfully, this
paper got accepted in the VISAPP2020 international conference which will be held
on Malta and where I will be attending and making an oral presentation next
month. This work was also accepted in MPR2019, which is a closed conference
between three universities of China and Japan, [ went to Kyoto to do a poster
presentation with two other students of the laboratory. [ also attended japanese
classes in Kyushu University and Kokusai Hiroba, those classes along with the
help of other exchange students really helped me improve my japanese skills, so
that I was confident enough to take for the first time a Nouryoku Shiken

(Japanese Language Proficiency Test).
Events

This year we had a special event which is held every 4 years in Fukuoka, the
Sekai Taikai where people from over 20 Kenjinkai around the world gathered to
strengthen our bonds. I got the chance to meet with lots of previous exchange
students, we could share our experiences and realised that we all have been
through similar things. We had another big event this year which was the Shitei
Shouhei, 19 children of 11 years old along with their chaperones came for 10 days
to Fukuoka, we all stayed in the same place and shared plenty of activities. This
was a really fulfilling and fun event, the activities were really interesting and

we visited places all over Fukuoka. In my opinion this was the event that I
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enjoyed the most, and I think the kids also made lots of fun memories that will
last. Besides those 2 big events, with the exchange students and the members of
Kazokukai we also had lots of activities throughout the year. We did a homestay
with Kazokukai members in Kurume, where my host Yamazaki-San took me to meet my
grandmother’ s brother and his wife in Omuta, I’ m really thankful to him for
that gesture. We also did Hanami (sightseeing of Sakura blossom), went to see
soccer and basebal| matches, had a barbeque and harvested bamboo shoots, we met
with the vice governor, made ceramics in the traditional way, went to see
fireworks in the riverbank of Chikugo River in Kurume, harvested grapes and made
soba, went to a Sumo practice and had Chanko nabe with them, wore kimono and
participated in a traditional tea ceremony, both serving and having tea, we hiked
in a mount close to Kurume, went to visit important factories in Kitakyushu, such
as TOTO and Shabondama, made mochi (mochitsuki), and this is only counting the
events organized by Kazokukai and Koryu center. Most of this activities can only

be done in Japan or are barely found in Argentina.

Final words

At first I did not know exactly what to expect from this program, and I had many
doubts about taking a whole year off, quitting my job and moving away from the
people close to me. However, it ended up being one of the most fruitful years of
my life, I think I managed to grow a lot as a person, and dealing with people
from different countries helped me broaden my perspective and way of thinking.
With my fellow exchange students we tried our best to bond and get along from the
start, even though we have vastly different personalities and cultural contexts,
we could talk through the issues that arose and managed to become |ike a 9 person
family. 1 don” t know if we will ever meet all of us together again, but I do
know I will appreciate them a lot and if we get to meet we will have a really
good time remembering all these good moments. I would like to thank Kokusai Koryu
Center, and Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai for grating me one of the best years of
my life. Not only it was incredible fun, I also managed to grow in different
aspects and met some awesome people. After finishing this program, [ would like
to encourage young people to participate in the Kenjikai, probably by sharing my

experiences and hoping to get them most enthusiastic about it. With the other
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exchange students we’ ve been thinking and implementing new ways to help future
exchange students, so they have a smoother transition to japanese |ifestyle. To
everyone that [ met this year and especially to my fellow exchange students,

thank you and I hope we can meet again someday.
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Talking about each of the activities we have done in Japan at this time is very
complicated, for that reason I will focus on the ones that were the most

important for me.

Before coming I had already been talking with Kevin from Bolivia and Toshio from
Mexico and we had agreed to meet in Paris. There I also met Sachi. Arriving at

Haneda we met each other

The first few days 1 was very scared because I didn’t understand the language,
and I also saw that everyone was starting to study and in my case it still didn't
start because I didn't have a tutor yet. Then I was introduced to one and then
ended up changing to another teacher. Ishisaki sensei was the best teacher I've

had in all this year.

When asked if I could train baseball with them, the university refused, but
perhaps my spirit of wanting to know more about this sport in Japan made me speak
with the coach directly, to which his response was to come and train whenever I

want. And that way [ started training baseball with the KyuSanDai team.
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The first cycle I took classes in branding, advertising design, creativity and
research. In the classes something very strange happened, because although I did
not speak the language, I understood absolutely everything they spoke and what
they explained, besides the tasks I gave them and it was a complete surprise for
all my classmates and teachers since they were well above general level, that

made me very happy and gave me more motivation to continue studying.

My research was about a very complicated topic, “The difference between Peruvian
and Japanese advertising”, | used different categories: Food, Life Style, Sport,
alcohol, etc. As a final result I made 3 posters which were selected for an
exhibition in the Kyushu Sangyo Daigaku |ibrary that will be in the month of

February.

In July it was the shiteishouhei, there [ met Andres and Hikari, the children of
Peru and all the other children with whom we shared many games, laughs, and some
very nice days. With Hikari I became very close, so much that it became a niece

for me.

The moment they returned to their countries was very sad, but I know I will see

them again soon.

In August it was Natsuyasumi [ went to the beach with the kempi, it was a very

hot day and we had a lot of fun.

I also decided to go to Shizuoka to see my father, I haven' t seen him for more
than 6 years. [ shared many days with him, we cooked together, we shared many
walks and talked about all these years without seeing each other. It was very

beautiful and [ was very happy.

Also at that time I took a few days and went to climb Mount Fuji. [ got together
with Akemy and Diego from Brazil and we went climbing. That was an unforgettable
experience, climbing more than 10 hours to the top and watching the sunrise above

Mount Fuji was something I will never forget.

In shizuoka I could also see my best friend from school after 10 years, we went

to the beach with her family and shared a very nice day.
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When | returned to class in September, everything became more difficult,
especial ly because now [ was exposed to all the students in my classroom each of

my work, that was the most complicated. Still, I was able to do it and get ahead.

The university fair was also held where the best works were exhibited. My tutor
asked me if they could exhibit one of my works, I accepted with pleasure, but
when [ went to the exhibition I was surprised that it was not just a job, it was
4 of my works from the previous cycle. | felt a lot of joy since I saw that my

effort was being exposed to many people.

On Hal loween we organize a party and we all disguise them. We invited friends, we
cooked a lot of food, we held a costume contest and we also went to Tenjin to
take pictures with other people in disguise. | was surprised that there were many
people with very good costumes. [ had never experienced such a beautiful

Hal | oween.

In November the Kyusandai baseball team played the Kyushu final in the Yahoo
Doomu, they invited me to go to encourage them to the semifinals and the final. I
was very happy when champions came out because there played several people who

became friends of mine.

SekaiTaikai was also performed, it was a very beautiful experience because | met
many people from different countries. A large delegation came from my country and
[ met them again after many months. We talked a lot, we enjoyed all the meetings,

parties and walks. The Ryuugakusei sang a song and it was very beautiful.

Winter started and it was getting colder. At home they placed kotatsu and every
day at night we sat there, talking, sharing and playing. I think it's one of the

things I will remember most with my friends.

In December we all get excited for Christmas. [ really |iked how they decorated
the streets of hakata and tenjin, everything was very bright and a very festive
and beautiful atmosphere was breathed. At home we held a party and exchanged

gifts. I really enjoyed sharing all that with my Ryuugakusei friends.

There are few months left to return to our countries and I am sure that more
beautiful things will happen at this time. I hope to take advantage of them and

above all to share as much time as possible with my friends here.
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One year of this program its almost finish and trying to write all the moments
that I lived makes my feel sad, but it’ s a good feeling because if I felt this

way, it means that I have enjoy all the days since the beginning until today.
February

My experience with Fukuoka started in February when the program of student of the
prefecture of Fukuoka came to Mexico and I have the honor to be with them and to

show the students some beautiful places of my loved Mexico.
March

The most busy month, I have to finish my work in Mexico, say good bye to my
friends and family, buy the presents for the program, clean my home and star
thinking on what I would need in my journey. The 30 of march I went to the
airport with my parents, ate my last tacos and started my journey. First to
Paris, France where [ meet my new friends of the program Koichi from Peru and
Kevin from Bolivia. I didn’ t know that all the kenpis of this year were at the

same airplane. That was our beginning.

When we finally arrived to Fukuoka, I felt and instant connection, its something
difficult to explain but I just felt it. We came to the dorm and started

unpacking and getting used to our new home.
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April

Thanks that the group of student of Fukuoka went to Mexico I all ready have some
friends in Fukuoka and I wanted to meet them again. Fortunately in April the

Sakura blossoms were beautiful so we went to see the Sakura.

Also was my first time in a University in Japan, I was afraid of these because I
didn’ t know how to express my self and it was very complicated for me to read

and understand all the things that they were telling me.

But the days pass and 1 was feeling these place |ike my new home and 1 was
enjoying everything. New friends, new places, new weather, new bed and new food.

[ was completely enjoying my stay in Fukuoka.
May

| started to became more close with the kenpis and starting to go to Kazokukai

events. And going out with my friends.

But the thing that I was doing most was going to new restaurants and eating new

thing and trying new flavors. 1 ate for the first time horse meat.

At the school 1 was learning a lot of things that I was trying to apply at the

dorm.
Jun

[ went to a field of green tea and visit a lot of places of Fukuoka. All the
kenpis started to cook dinner together and sometimes we make very delicious

things.

Also the weather started to became very hot. So we needed to change the clothes.
With the school we went to the Hotel Nikko and ate a gourmet Chinese meal.

July

The Shiteishouhei program started and we spend time with some kids of different
country’ s and share a lot of good memories with them. We were all the time with

the kids and it was a very funny time.
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The summer vacations started in this month. [ went to the aquarium and to new

restaurants.
August

We went to Okinawa to enjoy the beach and to have fun not only in Fukuoka. We
took some tourist tour and travel all around Okinawa. One of the most incredible

things that I remember was the aquarium and the beautiful beaches.

When we returned to Fukuoka, we went to watch de fireworks in Kurume. It was

crowded but the fireworks were beautiful

A friend of Mexico came to visit me at Japan and told me to be the guide, so I
took her to a lots of places of Japan. First stop was Fukuoka and we travel in
Fukuoka. The second stop was Hiroshima, we went to the museum and ate
okonomiyaki. 3er stop kobe, we went to the port and ate kobe beef. 4r stop was
Osaka, we went to the castle buy some presents. 5 stop was wakayama, we made some
wagashi. 6 we went to Kyoto and went to all the temples and ate some tipical
food. 7 stop was nara, we say hello to the dear and returned to Fukuoka. I was

tired but I enjoy all Japan.
After all the journey my vacations came to and end.
September

I started with exams so I was studying every day, that’ s why I passed my first

exams with out a problem.

Also was my birthday. I spend a wonderfull time with all the kenpis at my
birthday.

We went to Asahi company.
October

We all went to a undokai that goes all the persons that |ive near the place we
are staying and have a wonderfull time. Also we made a Hal loween party in the

dorm and prepare all the food.

With the school we went to the Hotel Okura and ate western course.
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November

The weather started to feel cold so we changed the clothes to a more warm. Also

we experience a sumo training and ate with the sumo chankonabe.

In this month I have to sekaitaikai, one in Fukuoka and the other in Wakayama. My
family came and I have a wonderful time with all. In wakayama sekaitaikai [ have

to said a speech and went to kouyasan for one night and ate vegetarian food.

Also we experience on this month the traditional clothes Kimono and took some

pictures in Ohori Kouen.

With the school we had a bunkasai were it was opened to all people and my mom and
aunt came to my school. And have my last course of food in new Otani hotel eating

traditional Japanese food.
December

This month end very quickly, a lot of things with Kazokukai, bounenkai with Dois

Lagos, dinner with my friends and a lot of good memories.

Also on these month I went to all you can eat of oyster and all you can eat of

crab.

On the dorm we celebrate the Christmas with all the kenpis and the members of the
kazokukai. On the 25 of December I went with some kenpis to the round one all
night.

A friend of Kazokukai introduce me to a restaurant where I was able to prepare
the traditional food of new years Osechi ryouri. The 31 of December I went to my

uncle house in Goromaru and spend new year with all my family.
January

The school started as the normal days, but somethings are different because this

programs its almost to the end.

Its very complicated to realize that one year finish to quickly when you enjoy

every time and have good company every day, at the end you don’ t want to return
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to the normal days at your country but it was something that needed to happened.
The only thing that I have to do on this remaining time its to thank every moment

every person that make this year an amazing trip and amazing time of knowledge.

[ think that with this experience I could be able to know more about me and
realize that I this opportunity on my |ife means that [ have an amazing future

waiting for me.

[ would |ike to thank the government of Fukuoka prefecture to bring me this
opportunity and all the staff of kokusai center that guide and take care of us

for one year.
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