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We are very pleased to invite many prefectural scholarship 
exchange student alumni for the “50th anniversary ceremony 
for the Exchange Student Scholarships Program for Descendants 
of Immigrants” right here in Fukuoka Prefecture, where your 
roots can be found. 
This Exchange Student Scholarships Program for Descendants 
of Immigrants is a program for developing core human resources 
who will play a major role in the Kenjinkai of the future, and has 
hosted a total of 445 international students over the last 
half-century. 
Prefectural scholarship exchange students are required to 
acquire specialized knowledge and skills at universities or colleges in Fukuoka Prefecture for 
one year, while at the same time encountering and gaining a deeper understanding of the 
current situation of Fukuoka Prefecture̶that is, its economy, industry, culture, lifestyle, and 
more. After returning to their own countries, they actively participate in Kenjinkai activities 
and play a major role as bridges between Fukuoka Prefecture and each country. 
This year, nine prefectural scholarship exchange students from seven countries are coming 
to Fukuoka to study at Kyushu University, other universities, and vocational schools in the 
prefecture. 
By the way, for many Kenjinkai established by emigrants, many years have passed since 
emigration and the Kenjinkai face issues such as generational changes, aging, and bringing up 
successors. Given these circumstances, in Brazil, which has produced many prefectural 
scholarship exchange students, an alumni (OB) association for the prefectural scholarship 
exchange students was established in 2012. This has strengthened the lateral connections 
among those who have studied in Fukuoka, and has expanded the scope of exchange activities 
with Fukuoka Prefecture. In Argentina, Mexico, and Bolivia too, the prefectural scholarship 
exchange student alumni have become the chairpersons of the Kenjinkai, and are playing a 
crucial role in Kenjinkai activities; in this way, the outcomes of this program are taking form. 
I believe that many years of such grass-roots exchanges between people and exchanges 
between regions form the basis of trust and friendship between countries. I expect a lot from 
the prefectural scholarship exchange students to play an even more active role as bridges 
between each country and Fukuoka Prefecture, and as Kenjinkai members of the future. 
I sincerely hope that the future activities of the prefectural scholarship exchange students 
will advance and deepen the friendship between Fukuoka Prefecture and each country, and 
that Kenjinkai around the world will continue to develop. In closing, I pray for the health and 
good fortune of everyone here today. 
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November 7, 2019

Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture, 
Hiroshi Ogawa

Congratulatory remarks

To offer our sincere congratulation on the 50th anniversary of 
the Exchange Student Scholarships Program for Descendants of 
Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, a commemorative 
ceremony will be held here today. 
I would also like to thank President Fujinaga and everyone at the 
Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation for their 
tremendous efforts to promote international exchange within the 
prefecture. 
For the pioneers of overseas emigration, I have to express once 
again my admiration for the way you have overcome countless 
difficulties at your destinations, raised your reputation as citizens 
of Fukuoka and of Japan, and played a major role in advancing the interactions between 
emigration destinations and Fukuoka Prefecture to a high level. 
At present, generational change is increasing the number of those who do not speak Japanese 
or know about Japanese traditions and culture at the Kenjinkai in emigration destinations, and 
accordingly the Kenjinkai are facing urgent issues such as bringing up new successors. 
Given these circumstances, it is very pleasing and reassuring that the Exchange Student 
Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture has enabled 
a total of 445 international students to have studied in Fukuoka Prefecture, from where their 
families originally emigrated, and to become very active in their respective Kenjinkai. 
I hope that everyone who studied in Fukuoka will take initiatives to further invigorate each 
Kenjinkai, while cherishing various experiences and friendships gained during their study in 
Fukuoka. 
In addition, all of you represent a crucial presence for international exchanges in Fukuoka 
Prefecture. We look forward to your continued cooperation as bridges between Fukuoka 
Prefecture and your own countries and regions. 
The Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly is committed to efforts to further development of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, the original home of everyone here. 
We hope that today's gathering of so many people from all over the world serves to deepen 
our interaction and expand our network. 
In closing, I’d like to express my sincere appreciation and congratulate all those involved who 
have made such great efforts to continue and develop the Exchange Student Scholarships 
Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture. I sincerely hope further 
development of the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation and pray for the health and 
success of everyone here today. 
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November 7, 2019

Chairman of Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly, 
Wataru Kurihara
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My name is Rosa Toshie Miyazono de Yonekura, and I’m 
Chairperson of the Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai. 
Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the Exchange 
Student Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture, which we celebrate today. On behalf 
of the prefectural scholarship exchange student alumni, I would 
like to say a few words. 
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone in Fukuoka Prefecture for their gracious hosting of 
international students every year, as well as for keeping all 
Kenjinkai members living overseas in mind. 
When the Exchange Student Scholarships Program started, 
many of the children of Fukuoka citizens who had emigrated around the world would never 
have dreamed of being able to study in their home prefecture of Fukuoka as they do today. 
As a prefectural scholarship exchange student in 1990, I was enrolled in the Division of Food 
and Nutrition at Nakamura Gakuen Junior College. Fukuoka, the homeland of our 
grandparents, was a world where everything was new for us, and we have nostalgic 
memories of our initial stage of study abroad, with fond dreams and hopes as well as great 
anxiety. 
In our broken Japanese, we tried to keep up with classes at vocational schools and colleges as 
best we could. The residents of Fukuoka welcomed us warmly and provided all kinds of 
support, which enabled us to succeed not only in study but also to learn the Japanese language 
and customs. 
Thanks to your great efforts and cooperation, we now truly feel that despite being born in 
other countries, our home country is Fukuoka, in Japan, and we take pride in being Fukuoka 
citizens. Our experiences as the prefectural scholarship exchange students have been a 
hugely positive factor in our lives. 
The prefectural scholarship exchange students who completed their study abroad are making 
great use of this experience in their respective fields, and I hope we continue serving as 
bridges to Japan in the future. 
In our own Kenjinkai, after returning from Fukuoka, international students actively 
participate in Kenjinkai activities as full members of the Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai. We 
consider this to be the natural duty of those students whose studies were financially 
supported by Fukuoka Prefecture; personally, I take pride in serving at present as the 
Chairperson of the Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai. 
The Exchange Student Scholarships Program has reached the milestone of its 50th 
anniversary; moving forward, our children and our grandchildren’s generations will play a 
major role. In connecting with the next generation, and repaying the kindness that we 
received in the past, as prefectural scholarship exchange student alumni we will continue to 
offer our cooperation, and we thank everyone involved for their continued efforts to promote 
this program. 
Last but not least, I hope this opportunity will deepen our ties with our home prefecture of 
Fukuoka. Thank you all for your continued generous support and advice. 
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Congratulatory Message

November 7, 2019

Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1990
Chairperson, Rosa Toshie Miyazono de Yonekura

Good day, everyone.
I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to all attendees 
and all those involved in holding this historic ceremony, including 
the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture, Hiroshi Ogawa.
My name is Toshio Agostinho Minami, of the Brazil Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai. I was planning to attend this global meeting, but was 
unfortunately unable to attend due to receiving medical 
treatment.
In 1980, I studied as a prefectural scholarship exchange student 
under the late Professor Satoshi Yamanouchi, an expert in 
hydraulic civil engineering at the Faculty of Engineering, 
Kyushu University. Professor Yamanouchi was a firm teacher, but he was also very kind and 
provided me with guidance.
Looking back at that time, there was no Internet, telephone calls to Brazil were very 
expensive, and letters took three weeks to arrive. But I remember it as a very good time for 
me. Making a leap into a new world far from my home country, relying only on my own 
abilities to study, was very difficult, but I made friends using my freshly learned Japanese, and 
I gained new knowledge and adapted to my new environment. This experience brought me 
extraordinary joy and I think it greatly helped my life thereafter. Since I spent a lot of time 
at university and always came home after 10 pm, I was hungry and ate Nagahama Ramen 
every night. It’s a very good memory.
Thanks to the guidance of Professor Yamanouchi, the assistant professors and other research 
students, I successfully completed one year of studying abroad, but decided to do research in 
Japan for another year. After being introduced by the Overseas Technical Association, as a 
trainee I joined Mitsui Aluminum Industry Co., Ltd. in Omuta, which had technical and 
capital tie-ups with Albras Aluminium, based in Barcarena, in Para, Brazil. In the company 
too, I learned new skills, made many friends, and lived a meaningful life. After completing my 
study, I married a Japanese woman and returned to Brazil in 1982.
Through an introduction by my acquaintance, I joined Takenaka Corporation in Brazil as an 
engineer, where I worked for 20 years and was eventually appointed as a managing director. 
When Takenaka Corporation made the decision to withdraw from Brazil due to its 
deteriorating economy, I founded Denibra Engineering for taking over construction work to 
meet customer demand and financial processing.
To give back, I wanted to contribute to Kenjinkai activities, so I joined its youth section and 
started helping with various events. From youth section director, I became director of the 
mature-age section, after which I was appointed as vice-Chairperson, then Chairperson 
during the 100th anniversary of emigration to Brazil in 2008. I was able to welcome members 
of the Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly and members of the Kazokukai, with former Governor 
Aso of Fukuoka as the group’s director. In 2010, we celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
emigration to Brazil from Fukuoka and the global meeting, as well as the 80th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai at the same time. With the support of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, it was a great pleasure to hold this ceremony for Fukuoka Prefecture 
and Kenjinkai around the world with the participation of 800 people from all over Brazil. In 
2012, the Prefectural Scholarship Exchange Student Alumni Association was launched, and 
the launching ceremony was attended by Governor Ogawa and members of the Prefectural 
Assembly. I am very grateful for these wonderful experiences.
Looking back at my time before studying abroad, I had no interest at all in Japan. When I 
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came to Japan with my family in 1979, I encountered Japanese culture and met my relatives 
for the first time, and I grew very fond of Japan and Fukuoka and wanted to return to Japan. 
I learned of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program and went to the Kenjinkai to take 
an exam; however, I was told clearly, "Your Japanese language ability is no good." This 
inspired me to study Japanese intensively, and I eventually managed to pass the test and 
study abroad. My way of thinking and my life changed 180 degrees after experiencing my 
study abroad, I believe.
I came to love Japan and Fukuoka and wanted to act as a bridge between the two countries, 
and I have always actively participated in the Kenjinkai. I served as Chairperson from 2008 
to 2015, during which we held major events and had many wonderful experiences. During the 
period, I was able to meet the Prefectural Governor, members of the Prefectural Assembly, 
and members of the Kazokukai, which is a great asset for me.
Initially, the Kenjinkai was a social gathering for immigrants to remember their homeland, 
but in the present day, its survival is endangered because these elements have been lost due 
to generational changes.
The descendants of these immigrants tend to move to larger cities, study in college, become 
successful and respected doctors, engineers, lawyers, managers, and more. In many cases, 
they marry non-Japanese spouses to become Brazilian, tending to forget their homeland, 
ancestors, and culture.
Given these circumstances, lending strength to the Kenjinkai are former scholarship 
exchange students and those who participated in the Short Term Visit Program for 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, along with their children and families. 
They will act as a bridge between Japan, Fukuoka, and Brazil. Although not all alumni take 
part in the Kenjinkai activities after returning to their own countries, Japan and Fukuoka are 
always in their hearts and they never forget. In fact, the number of children of former 
students who participated in the recent Exchange Students Program and the Short Term 
Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants is increasing. My daughters also studied 
abroad. Perhaps the parents' state of mind is transmitted to the children.
Our greatest concern is how to increase Kenjinkai membership and ensure the continuation 
of the Kenjinkai in future. We need to constantly devise new ideas and work out ways to make 
the Kenjinkai appealing. We hold an athletic meet, karaoke tournament, and cultural festival 
every year, but we also need to actively undertake exchange with Fukuoka in the fields of 
economics, academics, technology, sports, and so on. I think we always need to exchange 
opinions with Fukuoka. I believe we can also connect through the Exchange Student Alumni 
Association to do business with Fukuoka Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other 
companies.
I am sorry to be unable to participate in the Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention and 
the 50th anniversary ceremony of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program, but here in 
Brazil I pray that it will be a wonderful ceremony.

Congratulatory Message
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meet customer demand and financial processing.
To give back, I wanted to contribute to Kenjinkai activities, so I joined its youth section and 
started helping with various events. From youth section director, I became director of the 
mature-age section, after which I was appointed as vice-Chairperson, then Chairperson 
during the 100th anniversary of emigration to Brazil in 2008. I was able to welcome members 
of the Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly and members of the Kazokukai, with former Governor 
Aso of Fukuoka as the group’s director. In 2010, we celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
emigration to Brazil from Fukuoka and the global meeting, as well as the 80th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai at the same time. With the support of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, it was a great pleasure to hold this ceremony for Fukuoka Prefecture 
and Kenjinkai around the world with the participation of 800 people from all over Brazil. In 
2012, the Prefectural Scholarship Exchange Student Alumni Association was launched, and 
the launching ceremony was attended by Governor Ogawa and members of the Prefectural 
Assembly. I am very grateful for these wonderful experiences.
Looking back at my time before studying abroad, I had no interest at all in Japan. When I 

came to Japan with my family in 1979, I encountered Japanese culture and met my relatives 
for the first time, and I grew very fond of Japan and Fukuoka and wanted to return to Japan. 
I learned of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program and went to the Kenjinkai to take 
an exam; however, I was told clearly, "Your Japanese language ability is no good." This 
inspired me to study Japanese intensively, and I eventually managed to pass the test and 
study abroad. My way of thinking and my life changed 180 degrees after experiencing my 
study abroad, I believe.
I came to love Japan and Fukuoka and wanted to act as a bridge between the two countries, 
and I have always actively participated in the Kenjinkai. I served as Chairperson from 2008 
to 2015, during which we held major events and had many wonderful experiences. During the 
period, I was able to meet the Prefectural Governor, members of the Prefectural Assembly, 
and members of the Kazokukai, which is a great asset for me.
Initially, the Kenjinkai was a social gathering for immigrants to remember their homeland, 
but in the present day, its survival is endangered because these elements have been lost due 
to generational changes.
The descendants of these immigrants tend to move to larger cities, study in college, become 
successful and respected doctors, engineers, lawyers, managers, and more. In many cases, 
they marry non-Japanese spouses to become Brazilian, tending to forget their homeland, 
ancestors, and culture.
Given these circumstances, lending strength to the Kenjinkai are former scholarship 
exchange students and those who participated in the Short Term Visit Program for 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, along with their children and families. 
They will act as a bridge between Japan, Fukuoka, and Brazil. Although not all alumni take 
part in the Kenjinkai activities after returning to their own countries, Japan and Fukuoka are 
always in their hearts and they never forget. In fact, the number of children of former 
students who participated in the recent Exchange Students Program and the Short Term 
Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants is increasing. My daughters also studied 
abroad. Perhaps the parents' state of mind is transmitted to the children.
Our greatest concern is how to increase Kenjinkai membership and ensure the continuation 
of the Kenjinkai in future. We need to constantly devise new ideas and work out ways to make 
the Kenjinkai appealing. We hold an athletic meet, karaoke tournament, and cultural festival 
every year, but we also need to actively undertake exchange with Fukuoka in the fields of 
economics, academics, technology, sports, and so on. I think we always need to exchange 
opinions with Fukuoka. I believe we can also connect through the Exchange Student Alumni 
Association to do business with Fukuoka Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other 
companies.
I am sorry to be unable to participate in the Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention and 
the 50th anniversary ceremony of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program, but here in 
Brazil I pray that it will be a wonderful ceremony.

6

nd et lati

hhhthtthtttttttttttthhhhhhhh
yyAnniversaryAnAnniniveversaryveveversvenivenininiAnniAnAnAn veveniAnAnAnAnAnniAnnininiveniveveveveveversarrsrsrsrsrsararyyaryararyararyary

November 7, 2019

Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1980
Honorary Chairperson of Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Honorary Chairperson of Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai Prefectural
Scholarship Exchange Student Alumni Association
Toshio Agostinho Minami

I am very pleased to congratulate the Fukuoka Prefectural 
Office, the Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly, the Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation, the Fukuokaken Kaigaiiju 
Kazokukai, and everyone from the overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai 
on this occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Exchange 
Student Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture.
Thanks to you all, many students from overseas Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai are able to study abroad in Fukuoka Prefecture 
under this program, thus gaining a great start in society. I am very grateful.
When I studied abroad in 1996, I was able to learn many things while receiving the support 
of many people around me.
At present, the Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai has only a few members, but the majority of 
board members responsible for managing the organization are former prefectural 
scholarship exchange students.
I also served as chairman for seven years. Accepting this position was one way to express 
the fondness and appreciation for Fukuoka I nurtured during my time as an international 
student.
Many young people in overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai need this program. I hope that in 
Fukuoka Prefecture, you are all committed to continuing this program in the future.
Also, if you are currently studying abroad, please use the knowledge and skills you acquire 
in Fukuoka to strive to find your place in a globalizing world.
Let's continue to connect with the slogan “Our Roots Are in Fukuoka”.
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Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1996
Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Antonio Tsuru
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I am very pleased to congratulate the Fukuoka Prefectural 
Office, the Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly, the Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation, the Fukuokaken Kaigaiiju 
Kazokukai, and everyone from the overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai 
on this occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Exchange 
Student Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture.
Thanks to you all, many students from overseas Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai are able to study abroad in Fukuoka Prefecture 
under this program, thus gaining a great start in society. I am very grateful.
When I studied abroad in 1996, I was able to learn many things while receiving the support 
of many people around me.
At present, the Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai has only a few members, but the majority of 
board members responsible for managing the organization are former prefectural 
scholarship exchange students.
I also served as chairman for seven years. Accepting this position was one way to express 
the fondness and appreciation for Fukuoka I nurtured during my time as an international 
student.
Many young people in overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai need this program. I hope that in 
Fukuoka Prefecture, you are all committed to continuing this program in the future.
Also, if you are currently studying abroad, please use the knowledge and skills you acquire 
in Fukuoka to strive to find your place in a globalizing world.
Let's continue to connect with the slogan “Our Roots Are in Fukuoka”.
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Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1996
Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Antonio Tsuru



I would like to sincerely congratulate the Fukuoka Prefectural 
Office, the Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly, the Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation, the Fukuokaken Kaigaiiju 
Kazokukai, and all members of overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai on 
this occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Exchange Student 
Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants from 
Fukuoka Prefecture! I’m very sorry that I could not attend the 
global meeting this time, but as a former Fukuoka Prefectural 
scholarship exchange student, I would like to express my 
gratitude and send a message of celebration.
Thanks to the Exchange Student Scholarship Program for 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, I was able 
not only to study and live in my ancestors’ homeland of Fukuoka, but also to visit Japan for 
the first time. As well as studying at university, I also learned a lot about culture, society, and 
life both in Fukuoka Prefecture and Japan. The differences from a standard experience of 
study abroad were quite beneficial. Also, this study abroad finally enabled me to sort out and 
resolve my own roots and identity, with which I’d had trouble before. I was born and raised 
in Mexico, but I realized that Japanese blood flowed in me and that Japanese culture was 
present in my body and spirit. After studying abroad, I was able to declare proudly that I was 
nikkei Japanese, and I was able to use it in my work and personal life.
I think that the results of this Exchange Student Scholarships Program can finally be seen in 
the México Fukuoka Kenjinkai and in other Kenjinkai as well in the past few years. In some 
Kenjinkai, former prefectural scholarship exchange students, including me, have become 
Kenjinkai officials and chairpersons, and are reforming and revitalizing their Kenjinkai. 
Unfortunately, the México Fukuoka Kenjinkai is still in the process of developing, and is still 
economically reliant on Fukuoka Prefecture for some things. There are still many problems̶
for instance, the number of new Kenjinkai members is not increasing, many people do not 
speak Japanese, young people don’t participate in Kenjinkai events and activities, and 
students who participated in the Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture and international students returning from the Exchange Student 
Scholarships Program tend to move away from the Kenjinkai to focus on their own lives.
During my eight years as Chairperson of the Kenjinkai, there have been slight changes in the 
Exchange Student Scholarships Program itself, and I have recently come to understand that 
continued change is necessary. Given this, instead of leaving it all to Fukuoka Prefecture, I 
think that all of Kenjinkai should also actively participate in reviewing this matter.
Unfortunately, I have recently separated from the Kenjinkai activities due to work, and my 
ties with Fukuoka Prefecture have weakened, but in the future I will work to maintain the 
Exchange Student Scholarships Program and keep participating in activities to revitalize 
relationships with the worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai.
For me, studying abroad as a prefectural scholarship exchange student was a very important 
period in my life, so in return, I want to create better bridges̶not only for the youth of the 
Kenjinkai in future, but also for the youth of Fukuoka Prefecture.
Let's all do our best together!
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November 7, 2019
Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1991
México Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Francisco Hirata

My name is Armando Ouchida, from the Perú Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai. I’m third-generation Japanese, and a former 
Fukuoka prefectural scholarship exchange student in 1985.
For me, it’s very important to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program 
for those who live overseas but have a connection to 
Fukuoka Prefecture.
Making use of my studies at Seinan Gakuin University's 
Department of Economics as an international student, in 
1989 when requested by a cooperative of Peruvians of Japanese descent, I was able to 
implement the “Project Japan.” This project was to open an office in Japan to 
support 75,000 Peruvians of Japanese descent living in Japan.
In 1989, we opened an office under the name "Kyodai" and were successfully able to 
support Peruvians living in Japan as well as their families living in Peru. Now, 30 
years after the project’s establishment, I am the leader of a Japanese fund remittance 
company, providing services to about 600,000 immigrants from 180 countries, with 20 
branches, including one in Fukuoka, which supports not only Peruvians, but all foreign 
immigrants living in Japan.
I hope that we can keep building strong relations with Japan and the people of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, who have always supported us, and that we continue to do so.
Thank you very much.
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My name is Armando Ouchida, from the Perú Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai. I’m third-generation Japanese, and a former 
Fukuoka prefectural scholarship exchange student in 1985.
For me, it’s very important to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Exchange Student Scholarships Program 
for those who live overseas but have a connection to 
Fukuoka Prefecture.
Making use of my studies at Seinan Gakuin University's 
Department of Economics as an international student, in 
1989 when requested by a cooperative of Peruvians of Japanese descent, I was able to 
implement the “Project Japan.” This project was to open an office in Japan to 
support 75,000 Peruvians of Japanese descent living in Japan.
In 1989, we opened an office under the name "Kyodai" and were successfully able to 
support Peruvians living in Japan as well as their families living in Peru. Now, 30 
years after the project’s establishment, I am the leader of a Japanese fund remittance 
company, providing services to about 600,000 immigrants from 180 countries, with 20 
branches, including one in Fukuoka, which supports not only Peruvians, but all foreign 
immigrants living in Japan.
I hope that we can keep building strong relations with Japan and the people of 
Fukuoka Prefecture, who have always supported us, and that we continue to do so.
Thank you very much.
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Hello. I would like to greet everyone gathered here today, 

including the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture and all 

Kenjinkai members attending from all over the world. My 

name is Marcia Uematsu Furukawa of the Brazil Fukuoka 

Kenjinkai. I’m very pleased to be here today.

I’m a former international student who studied international 

exchange law in 1996 at the Faculty of Law at Kyushu 

University under the guidance of Professor Kitagawa. In 

addition, my eldest son, Pedro Henrique Yuiti Uematsu Furukawa, participated in this 

year's Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 

Prefecture. Although this was just a short trip, after having many experiences he came to 

think more deeply and gained a more global view of the world, and he came back with big 

dreams of studying in Fukuoka in the future.

In this way, as parent and child we have had some wonderful experiences - we have really 

been lucky beyond words. I am very grateful to everyone in Fukuoka Prefecture for giving 

us this opportunity. Thank you very much.

Through the Exchange Student Scholarships program, I was able to gain not only the 

knowledge in the legal field I studied at Kyushu University, but also to learn about daily 

life in Japan, which helped me to grow significantly as a person. I believe I was able to use 

this experience to grow into a well-balanced lawyer. 

After returning to Japan after studying abroad, I studied hard and took the national public 

service examination, after which I became a certified lawyer at the National Social 

Insurance Institute in 2000. Shortly thereafter, I passed the third regional federal judicial 

exams, including the states of São Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul. I have served as a federal 

judge ever since, and am currently a federal judge in the city of Santo André in the Grande 

São Paulo. This valuable experience of prefectural scholarship exchange student has 

greatly influenced my life and led to my professional success.

Our grandparents emigrated from Japan to unknown countries. In search of a better life, 

they parted from their family and friends, left home and pursued their dreams to migrate 

to Brazil. I have heard the stories about how difficult it was.

For this reason, I came to Fukuoka, where my grandparents’ roots lie, as a prefectural 

scholarship exchange student, to learn about their homeland and to meet my relatives, 

which made my grandparents very happy too, I believe. This is the difference between the 

11

Exchange Student Scholarships Program and other study abroad programs. This 

fascinating study abroad program gives second- and third-generation Japanese, who do not 

know Fukuoka, the valuable experience of encountering their ancestral history, towns, the 

dialects spoken by their grandparents, and their culture.

At present, most young people don’t live with their Japanese-speaking grandparents, so 

many people do not speak Japanese. We may face many problems in maintaining the study 

abroad program in the future, but I think the language problem is particularly significant 

among them. To address this, the Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture provides opportunities for children to increase their 

desire to speak Japanese and learn more about Japan by encountering Japanese culture, 

which will lead to more future students. I think it’s a wonderful program. Many former 

international students play a very significant role in Brazilian society in a variety of fields, 

including healthcare, agriculture, industry, economics, government agencies, and more. 

Behind the professional success of our former international students there are the great 

experiences we got through the Exchange Student Scholarships Program.

I’d like to thank Fukuoka Prefecture, the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation, 

and the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai for their continued support of the Exchange Student 

Scholarships Program over the past 50 years despite various adversities and difficulties. 

For the next generation of international students, I hope that this crucial study abroad 

program will continue in the future, and I would like to express my gratitude to you all. I 

am also very grateful for the innovative Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture.

Finally, I hope that exchanges with Japan will be further revitalized for a fruitful future 

that will lead to the development of both Japan and Brazil. In closing, I wish everyone 

gathered here today all the best.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Reports from Prefectural Scholarship
Exchange Student alumni

Hello everyone. My name is Sachi Godo, from the Toronto 
Fukuoka Kenjinkai.
Congratulations on the 50th anniversary of the Exchange 
Student Scholarships Program for Descendants of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture, which we celebrate today. Thank you 
very much for organizing such a grand celebration and giving us 
the opportunity to be surrounded by so many former Fukuoka 
exchange scholarship students.
I received an Exchange Student Scholarships for Descendants of 
Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture in 2017, studying at 
Kyushu University's Faculty of Economics mainly economics and 
business administration from a Japanese perspective, as well as Japanese language. During 
my stay in Japan, I was able to take part in activities planned by the Fukuokaken Kaigaiiju 
Kazokukai, participate in projects by the International Exchange Foundation, and learn a lot 
about the traditional culture of Fukuoka, where my roots lie, by interacting with my relatives.
After returning home, I introduced my experiences to many people by making the 
presentation of my experiences from the Exchange Student Scholarships Program and the 
Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants at the Kenjinkai annual meeting in 
my home country, and by posting a simple blog I created while studying abroad on the 
Kenjinkai website. I also take part in Kenjinkai meetings once every couple of months and I 
assist with the picnics and bowling tournaments we hold every year.
I believe that significant connections with many Japanese people and the creation of a family 
of people of Japanese descent from many nations in Fukuoka are important assets that I 
gained from studying abroad. I was one of few nikkei Japanese in my home country, and 
before studying abroad, I found it difficult to understand Japanese culture. However, as a 
foreigner, working in teams with many Japanese and nikkei people gave me an understanding 
of cultural diversity and the confidence to build positive mutual relationships overall, even 
with those who may disagree with me.
One major aspect of the mission of prefectural scholarship exchange student alumni is to 
maintain these connections, passing on in our own countries the traditional culture and 
knowledge of Fukuoka and Japan that we have encountered. I think it is important to actively 
participate in Kenjinkai activities in our home countries to work on revitalizing the Kenjinkai 
for the future.
Last but not least, I would like to sincerely thank Fukuoka Prefecture and everyone who 
supported our study abroad for making such a valuable experience possible.
This was just a brief report from an Exchange Student Scholarships alumnus. Thank you 
very much.

10

hhthtthtttttttttthhhhhhh
yyAnniversaryAnAnniniveversaryrsrsveveversvenivenininiAnniAnAnAn veveniAnAnAnAnAnniAnnininiveniveveveveveveversrsrsarararyaryaryararyararyary

November 7, 2019

Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 2017
Toronto Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Sachi Godo

Reports from Prefectural Scholarship
Exchange Student alumni



Hello. I would like to greet everyone gathered here today, 

including the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture and all 

Kenjinkai members attending from all over the world. My 

name is Marcia Uematsu Furukawa of the Brazil Fukuoka 

Kenjinkai. I’m very pleased to be here today.

I’m a former international student who studied international 

exchange law in 1996 at the Faculty of Law at Kyushu 

University under the guidance of Professor Kitagawa. In 

addition, my eldest son, Pedro Henrique Yuiti Uematsu Furukawa, participated in this 

year's Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 

Prefecture. Although this was just a short trip, after having many experiences he came to 

think more deeply and gained a more global view of the world, and he came back with big 

dreams of studying in Fukuoka in the future.

In this way, as parent and child we have had some wonderful experiences - we have really 

been lucky beyond words. I am very grateful to everyone in Fukuoka Prefecture for giving 

us this opportunity. Thank you very much.

Through the Exchange Student Scholarships program, I was able to gain not only the 

knowledge in the legal field I studied at Kyushu University, but also to learn about daily 

life in Japan, which helped me to grow significantly as a person. I believe I was able to use 

this experience to grow into a well-balanced lawyer. 

After returning to Japan after studying abroad, I studied hard and took the national public 

service examination, after which I became a certified lawyer at the National Social 

Insurance Institute in 2000. Shortly thereafter, I passed the third regional federal judicial 

exams, including the states of São Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul. I have served as a federal 

judge ever since, and am currently a federal judge in the city of Santo André in the Grande 

São Paulo. This valuable experience of prefectural scholarship exchange student has 

greatly influenced my life and led to my professional success.

Our grandparents emigrated from Japan to unknown countries. In search of a better life, 

they parted from their family and friends, left home and pursued their dreams to migrate 

to Brazil. I have heard the stories about how difficult it was.

For this reason, I came to Fukuoka, where my grandparents’ roots lie, as a prefectural 

scholarship exchange student, to learn about their homeland and to meet my relatives, 

which made my grandparents very happy too, I believe. This is the difference between the 

11

Exchange Student Scholarships Program and other study abroad programs. This 

fascinating study abroad program gives second- and third-generation Japanese, who do not 

know Fukuoka, the valuable experience of encountering their ancestral history, towns, the 

dialects spoken by their grandparents, and their culture.

At present, most young people don’t live with their Japanese-speaking grandparents, so 

many people do not speak Japanese. We may face many problems in maintaining the study 

abroad program in the future, but I think the language problem is particularly significant 

among them. To address this, the Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture provides opportunities for children to increase their 

desire to speak Japanese and learn more about Japan by encountering Japanese culture, 

which will lead to more future students. I think it’s a wonderful program. Many former 

international students play a very significant role in Brazilian society in a variety of fields, 

including healthcare, agriculture, industry, economics, government agencies, and more. 

Behind the professional success of our former international students there are the great 

experiences we got through the Exchange Student Scholarships Program.

I’d like to thank Fukuoka Prefecture, the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation, 

and the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai for their continued support of the Exchange Student 

Scholarships Program over the past 50 years despite various adversities and difficulties. 

For the next generation of international students, I hope that this crucial study abroad 

program will continue in the future, and I would like to express my gratitude to you all. I 

am also very grateful for the innovative Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture.

Finally, I hope that exchanges with Japan will be further revitalized for a fruitful future 

that will lead to the development of both Japan and Brazil. In closing, I wish everyone 

gathered here today all the best.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Hello. I would like to greet everyone gathered here today, 

including the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture and all 

Kenjinkai members attending from all over the world. My 

name is Marcia Uematsu Furukawa of the Brazil Fukuoka 

Kenjinkai. I’m very pleased to be here today.

I’m a former international student who studied international 

exchange law in 1996 at the Faculty of Law at Kyushu 

University under the guidance of Professor Kitagawa. In 

addition, my eldest son, Pedro Henrique Yuiti Uematsu Furukawa, participated in this 

year's Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 

Prefecture. Although this was just a short trip, after having many experiences he came to 

think more deeply and gained a more global view of the world, and he came back with big 

dreams of studying in Fukuoka in the future.

In this way, as parent and child we have had some wonderful experiences - we have really 

been lucky beyond words. I am very grateful to everyone in Fukuoka Prefecture for giving 

us this opportunity. Thank you very much.

Through the Exchange Student Scholarships program, I was able to gain not only the 

knowledge in the legal field I studied at Kyushu University, but also to learn about daily 

life in Japan, which helped me to grow significantly as a person. I believe I was able to use 

this experience to grow into a well-balanced lawyer. 

After returning to Japan after studying abroad, I studied hard and took the national public 

service examination, after which I became a certified lawyer at the National Social 

Insurance Institute in 2000. Shortly thereafter, I passed the third regional federal judicial 

exams, including the states of São Paulo and Mato Grosso do Sul. I have served as a federal 

judge ever since, and am currently a federal judge in the city of Santo André in the Grande 

São Paulo. This valuable experience of prefectural scholarship exchange student has 

greatly influenced my life and led to my professional success.

Our grandparents emigrated from Japan to unknown countries. In search of a better life, 

they parted from their family and friends, left home and pursued their dreams to migrate 

to Brazil. I have heard the stories about how difficult it was.

For this reason, I came to Fukuoka, where my grandparents’ roots lie, as a prefectural 

scholarship exchange student, to learn about their homeland and to meet my relatives, 

which made my grandparents very happy too, I believe. This is the difference between the 

Exchange Student Scholarships Program and other study abroad programs. This 

fascinating study abroad program gives second- and third-generation Japanese, who do not 

know Fukuoka, the valuable experience of encountering their ancestral history, towns, the 

dialects spoken by their grandparents, and their culture.

At present, most young people don’t live with their Japanese-speaking grandparents, so 

many people do not speak Japanese. We may face many problems in maintaining the study 

abroad program in the future, but I think the language problem is particularly significant 

among them. To address this, the Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture provides opportunities for children to increase their 

desire to speak Japanese and learn more about Japan by encountering Japanese culture, 

which will lead to more future students. I think it’s a wonderful program. Many former 

international students play a very significant role in Brazilian society in a variety of fields, 

including healthcare, agriculture, industry, economics, government agencies, and more. 

Behind the professional success of our former international students there are the great 

experiences we got through the Exchange Student Scholarships Program.

I’d like to thank Fukuoka Prefecture, the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation, 

and the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai for their continued support of the Exchange Student 

Scholarships Program over the past 50 years despite various adversities and difficulties. 

For the next generation of international students, I hope that this crucial study abroad 

program will continue in the future, and I would like to express my gratitude to you all. I 

am also very grateful for the innovative Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of 

Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture.

Finally, I hope that exchanges with Japan will be further revitalized for a fruitful future 

that will lead to the development of both Japan and Brazil. In closing, I wish everyone 

gathered here today all the best.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Former Participant in the Exchange Student Scholarships for
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, 1996
Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Marcia Uematsu Furukawa

My name is Walter Yoshinori Fukushima, and I was a 

prefectural scholarship exchange student in 1990. I am a 

third-generation descendant of immigrants from Fukuoka to 

Brazil. I am very pleased to be here today.

I’m very honored to have such a valuable opportunity to 

speak. Speaking a little of my own experiences, I would like 

to sincerely thank the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture, as a 

representative of people of Fukuoka Prefecture, for giving me 

the opportunity to study abroad in Fukuoka, Japan.

While studying abroad in Japan, I received guidance from the late Dr. Yoichi Sugioka of 

the Kyushu University School of Medicine. Currently, I run orthopedic surgery, trauma 

medicine, and other 5 specialized clinics located around the city of São Paulo, with 20 

doctors. I earned a PhD in medicine from the Federal University of São Paulo and I 

turned 60 this month.

At that time, the Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation was the only bridge 

enabling overseas children of Fukuoka emigrants to study in Japan, and it has steadily 

continued to fulfill its mission for 50 years to the present day. I will never forget what I 

gained through this program. I thank you sincerely.

When I applied to study abroad, I was aware of Japan's high level of education, but what 

amazed me was how valuable it was to have the opportunity to study in the unfamiliar 

homeland of my grandparents and my ancestors. I was deeply touched to rediscover my 

own Japanese identity when I was able to offer incense to the graves of the departed.

My former teacher Dr. Yoichi Sugioka was Dean of the School of Medicine at the time, 

but he later became President of Kyushu University. At the renowned Kyushu University, 

Dr. Sugioka and other associate professors instructed me in the latest technologies and 

techniques developed in Fukuoka, which I received free of charge and with a deep sense 

of mission.

My one-year study abroad experience passed very quickly, but it resulted in a 

meaningful academic life that filled me with courage and hope beyond my expectations. 

Even after returning home, I kept studying what I’d learned in Japan̶in addition to 

medical techniques, this included humility, kindness, gratitude, compassion for those in 

need, and respectful treatment and communication with patients. This was taught to me 

by the Dean of Orthopedics and Deputy Dean of the School of Medicine at the time, 
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Professor Inoue, and I try to share these lessons with other physicians whenever I have 

the opportunity.

I continue to study medicine, health management, and orthopedic surgery, but 

unfortunately my Japanese language ability is still poor. Having said that, although 30 

years have passed since I studied abroad, I always try to improve my Japanese. Kyushu 

University also taught me the value of hard work and persistence.

After returning home, I served as head of the youth section at the Brazil Fukuoka 

Kenjinkai for four years. Since then, I have helped out at the annual Japan festival and 

my local Santo André branch of the Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai.

My grandparents emigrated from Japan to Brazil and devoted themselves bravely to 

hard work on a coffee plantation. Inheriting the same brave spirit, their son Takashi was 

a great father to me and was a role model for my family. He kept us well fed, always 

working hard, and passed away this year at the age of 93. I was born and raised in Brazil 

and take pride in being Brazilian, but inside, I also have a Japanese spirit. The Japanese 

spirit and the teachings of my instructors at Kyushu University are still alive and well. 

I hope to keep using these teachings faithfully, and keep concentrating on the path of 

medicine in the future.

I visited Japan 20 years ago with my parents and my wife Sandra. In 2016, my son Fabio 

took part in the Short Term Visit Program for Descendants of Immigrants from 

Fukuoka Prefecture and visited Japan. My wife and son are also eager to visit Japan 

again. Hopefully, their wish will come true during the Tokyo Olympics next year.

In closing this report, I hope that everyone gathered here today, the welcoming and 

kindly Japanese people, and the people of Fukuoka will remember to keep this wonderful 

Japanese culture alive forever.

I pray for your health, happiness, and future development. Thank you very much for your 

attention.

Reports from Prefectural Scholarship
Exchange Student alumni
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Greetings from the organizer, Hiroshi Ogawa, 
Governor of Fukuoka Guest greetings

Greetings from alumni representative for
prefectural scholarship exchange students,

Rosa Toshie Miyazono de Yonekura, 
Chairperson of the Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Prefectural scholarship exchange student
alumnus report

Sachi Godo,Toronto Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Prefectural scholarship exchange student
alumnus report

Marcia Uematsu Furukawa, Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Prefectural scholarship exchange student
alumnus report

Walter Yoshinori Fukushima, Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Congratulatory remarks from Wataru Kurihara, 
Chairperson of the Fukuoka

Prefectural Assembly

Commemoration Ceremony &
Reception: Photographs

17

Ceremony

Bouquet presentation

Commemoration Ceremony &
Reception: Photographs
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Fujinaga Kenichi
President of Fukuoka

International
Exchange Foundation

Commemoration Ceremony &
Reception: Photographs
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Commemoration Ceremony &
Reception: Photographs
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Photographs of Former Participants in the Exchange Student
Scholarships for Descendants of Immigrants
from Fukuoka Prefecture
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