
8th 
Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai 
Convention Report

Our roots are in Fukuoka, Our dreams are worldwide
- Creating a shared future through our bonds with Fukuoka -
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Wed, October 9 – Sat, October 12, 2013 Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai Photo Exhibit

Kimono Wearing Experience

World Popular Food Fair

School Visit

Taiko Drumming Exchange (Brazil Mika Taiko, Hakata Osshoi Taiko)

Visit to Yame City

Visit to Miyako Town

Fri, August 23 – Fri, August 30, 2013

Tue, September 3 – Sun, September 8, 2013

Mon, October 7 – Mon (national holiday), October 14, 2013

Tue, October 8 – Sun, October 13, 2013

・・・・・・・・・・・・・Fukuoka Prefectural Government Office

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Kyushu National Museum

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ACROS Fukuoka

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Kyushu Geibun-kan

Sat, October 12, 2013 ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Hilton Fukuoka Sea Hawk

Tue, October 8 – Sun, October 13, 2013・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Fukuoka Mitsukoshi 

Thu, October 10, 2013 ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Fukuoka Prefectural Miike High School

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Nishinippon Junior College High School

Sat, October 12, 2013 ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Fukuoka City Hakata Junior-High School

Fri, October 11, 2013

Fri, October 11 - Sat, October 12, 2013

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Yame City

・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・Miyako Town

Date Time Activity

October 9

Afternoon
Courtesy Calls to Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture and 
Chairperson of Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly
Commemorative Photo (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)

Evening Commemorative Ceremony (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)
Welcome Reception (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)

October 10

Morning

Visit to Memorial Monument to Pay Respects to the Deceased 
(Hirao Cemetery)
Commemorative Tree Planting Ceremony (Japanese Garden, 
Ohori Park)
Kenjinkai Youth Gathering (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)

Afternoon

Luncheon (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)

Meeting of Kenjinkai Representatives (Nishitetsu Grand Hotel)
Visit to Memorial Monument to Pay Respects to the Deceased 
(Hirao Cemetery)/Visit to Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine
North America Business Seminar (Fukuoka Asia Business 
Center)

October 11

All Day

Hometown Visit to Four Areas in Fukuoka (Fukuoka, 
Kitakyushu, Chikuho, and Chikugo)
Tour of Businesses (Toyota Motor Kyushu and other companies 
in Fukuoka Prefecture)

Evening South America/Brazil Business Seminar (ACROS Fukuoka)
Business Exchange Meeting (ACROS Fukuoka)

October 12

All Day Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai Fair/Fukuoka Towns and Villages  
Fair (Tenjin Chuo Park, October 12-13)

Afternoon Youth Seminar (ACROS Fukuoka)

Evening Farewell Party (Hilton Fukuoka Sea Hawk)
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Welcome back 
to Fukuoka!

Arrival
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Courtesy Call to Governor of 
Fukuoka Prefecture

Courtesy Call to Chairperson of Fukuoka 
Prefectural Assembly October 9, 2013October 9, 2013

Fukuoka Prefectural 
Government Office

Chairperson Matsuo of Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly 
welcoming the representatives

Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly 
Building

Commemorative photo

Kenjinkai representatives visiting the Prefectural Assembly Hall

Kenjinkai representatives arriving at the Fukuoka Prefectural Government Office

Governor Ogawa welcoming the representatives

Commemorative photo
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Venue: Nishitetsu Grand HotelOpening declaration

Organizers’ addresses

Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai representative’s address Congratulatory address

October 9, 2013 October 9, 2013

Commemorative photo at the commemorative ceremony for the 8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention

Executive Committee Director
President Matsuhiko Shingu of Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation

Executive Committee Chairperson
Governor Hiroshi Ogawa of Fukuoka Prefecture

Chairperson Nobuyuki Soh of Nanka Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai

Executive Committee Counselor
Chairperson Tosho Matsuo of Fukuoka Prefectural 
Assembly

Former Hawaii State Governor George Ariyoshi

Commemorative Photo

Collection of Signatures

Commemorative Ceremony
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October 9, 2013

Executive Committee Deputy Chair
Former Deputy Chairperson of Fukuoka Prefectural 
Assembly, Masahiko Niimura

Chairperson Antonio Tsuru of Argentina 
Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Welcome Reception	
Presenting certificates of 

appreciation & commemorative gifts

Choir performance: Kasuga City 
Kasuganishi Elementary School

Introducing Kenjinkai representatives

Kagamibiraki (Breaking of Sake Cask)

Toast

Venue: Nishitetsu Grand Hotel

Songs Performed

- HARU NO OGAWA

- CHATSUMI

- AKATONBO

- YUKI

- AKI MATSURI

- FURUSATO
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Hakata Folk Dance Society
Soroban dancing

Kokura Gion Daiko by Furusenba 1 & 2 chome teams

Hakata Folk Dance Society
Hakata-dontaku-bayashi dancing

Hakata Folk Dance Society
Tanko-bushi dancing

Iwai-medeta performance by Hakata Gion Yamakasa 
Promotion Association

Entertainment Refreshments
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Sampling Japanese tea

Banners of Kenjinkai organizations

Items provided by municipalities & 
businesses in Fukuoka Prefecture

At the venue lobby
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October 10, 2013

Memorial monument in honor of Japanese people 
deceased abroad

President Matsuhiko Shingu of Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation

Chairperson Eiji Muto of the Fukuokaken Kaigaiiju 
Kazokukai

Chairperson Mitsuru Kumagai of Paraguay Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai

Commemorative Photo

Visit to Memorial Monument to Pay 
Respects to the Deceased

Venue: Memorial monument in honor of Japanese people 
deceased abroad, special section of Hirao CemeteryMessage from Fukuoka Prefectural

 Governor (read by a proxy)

Message from Fukuokaken 
Kaigaiiju Kazokukai

Message from Fukuoka Overseas 
Kenjinkai representatives
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Venue: Tea Ceremony House, Japanese Garden, Ohori ParkVenue: Japanese Garden, Ohori Park

October 10, 2013 October 10, 2013

Planting a red flowering Japanese apricot

Strolling in the Japanese garden

Commemorative Tree 
Planting Ceremony Tea Ceremony
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Venue: Plaisir, Nishitetsu Grand Hotel

Venue: Plaisir, Nishitetsu Grand Hotel

October 10, 2013

October 10, 2013

October 10 and 12, 2013

Receiving sacred sake

At the 
Main 
Shrine

Chairperson: 
Mr. Almir Akira Inada
of Tome-Acu Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Chairperson:
Mr. Sumio Tamai
Chairperson of Seattle-Tacoma 
Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Kenjinkai Youth Gathering

Meeting of Kenjinkai 
Representatives

Visit to Dazaifu 
Tenmangu Shrine
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October 11, 2013Hometown Visit (Fukuoka Area)
Kyushu National Museum – Hakata Hyakunengura Sake Brewery – Hakata 
Hyakunenmachiya House – Tochoji Temple – Kushida Shrine – Canal City Hakata

Kyushu National Museum

Tochoji Temple

Hakata Hyakunengura Sake Brewery

Kushida 
Shrine

Hakata Hyakunenmachiya House Canal City Hakata
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October 11, 2013Hometown Visit (Kitakyushu Area)
Mekari Shrine – Kaikyo Dramaship – Brilliansa Mojiko – Kokura Castle – Mt. Sarakura

Mekari Shrine

Kokura 
Castle

Mt. Sarakura Hobashira Cable Car

Kokura Castle 
Garden

Kaikyo Dramaship
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October 11, 2013Hometown Visit (Chikuho Area)
Kaho Theater – Tagawa City Coal Mining/History Museum 
– Kawasaki Town – Hikosan Hoheiden Hall – Kan-Yu-Sha Hikosan

Kaho Theater

Kawasaki Town Ataka Exchange Center

Commemorative photo with Mayor Yukio Oda of Kawasaki 
Town and “Koume-chan”

Hikosan Hoheiden Hall

Commemorative photo with Soeda Town’s “Hiko-chan” 
and “Yuzu-chan”

Tagawa City Coal Mining/History Museum
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October 11, 2013Hometown Visit (Chikugo Area)
Boat tour on Yanagawa River – Ohana - Kyushu Geibun-kan – Jojima Sake Brewery Hana no 
Tsuyu – Jibasan-Kurume (Kurume Regional Industry Promotion Center)

Boat tour on Yanagawa River

Tanko-bushi dancing

Kyushu Geibun-kan

Ohana 

Jojima Sake Brewery
Hana no Tsuyu

With Mayor 
Kenji Kaneko of 
Yanagawa City 

Jibasan-
Kurume

Ms. Mika Baba （Yame City Tourism Ambassador）
and Ms. Yoshifuku Fujima
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TOTO History Museum – Toyota Motor Kyushu – Yanagibashi-Rengo 
Market – Canal City Hakata

October 10, 2013

October 11, 2013

October 11, 2013

Mr. Kenji KawanoMr. Yusuke Uchio Mr. Ichiyu Seki

TOTO History Museum

Toyota Motor Kyushu

Yanagibashi-Rengo Market Canal City Hakata

Business Seminar Tour of Businesses
North America Business Seminar

South America/Brazil Business 
Seminar & Interaction Meeting

Venue：Fukuoka Asia Business Center
Theme：How to Launch a Business in the 

U.S. and Secure Success
Mr. Takayuki Hori
(U.S. attorney/CPA, and a 
member of Nanka 
Fukuoka Kenjinkai)

Venue：Large Conference Room, ACROS Fukuoka
Theme：
(1) Current State of the Latin American Economy
　 Lecturer : Mr. Yusuke Uchio (Head of Latin America Division, Overseas Research Department, JETRO)
(2) Attractive Features of Brazil from the Perspective of an Izakaya Owner
　 Lecturer: Mr. Ichiyu Seki (Representative Director of Ichiyutei Co. Ltd.)
(3) When the Shinkansen runs in Brazil : Why Brazil adopted the Japanese system for digital TV
　 Lecturer: Mr. Kenji Kawano (consultant from Omuta City who lives in Brazil)
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Venue: Tenjin Chuo Park
* This event was held along with 
   the Fukuoka Towns and Villages Fair

October 12 - 13, 2013

Samba (Ginga Brazil)

Introduction of the various Kenjinkai and the history of migration

Argentinian tango, guitar, Latin dance performances (Tiempo Iberoamericano)

Hula by Mino’aka CJ Girls, Chikushi 
Jogakuen High School

Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai Fair
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Venue: Kokusai-Hiroba, ACROS Fukuoka

October 12, 2013

AKIHITO

Special makeup applied to seminar participants

Brazilian cuisine: Rio de Janeiro

Central and South American cuisine: KYODAI

Canadian booth: Hirata Sangyo , 
ACANA Family Japan

U.S. cuisine: Jerry’s Popcorn

Brazilian cuisine: dois lagos

Central and South American 
cuisine: Sancho Panza

U.S. State Office of Travel and Tourism

U.S. cuisine: Sun House Hamburger

Youth Seminar

Theme: From someone who made it in Hollywood: What it means to be globally recognized 
Lecturer: AKIHITO (Akihito Ikeda) (special makeup artist, and a member of Nanka Fukuoka Kenjinkai)
Interviewer: Mr. Toshiro Koyanagi (organizer of the Fukuoka Prefectural pop culture website “asianbeat”)
* Collaborative project with “Jika-Giki” of asianbeat: asianbeat http://asianbeat.com
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Venue: Hilton Fukuoka Sea Hawk

October 12, 2013

Japanese drum performance by Brazil Mika Taiko Mr. Isao Nakamura of Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Chairperson Fujio Umebayashi 
of Seoul Hakata-kai

Executive Committee Chairperson
Governor Hiroshi Ogawa of Fukuoka Prefecture

Executive Committee Counselor
Chairperson Tosho Matsuo of Fukuoka Prefectural 
Assembly

Executive Committee Director
President Matsuhiko Shingu of the Fukuoka 
International Exchange Foundation

Chairperson Sunao Ishii of San Francisco 
Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Chairperson Sumio Tamai of 
Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Chairperson Francisco Hirata of 
Mexico Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Farewell Party
Organizers’ addresses

Toast Entertainment

Kenjinkai representative’s 
address

Fukuoka Declaration
 announcement

Address from the chairperson of 
the next Kenjinkai convention host
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Mr. Shigeo Kajimoto of Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Mr. Junichi Yoshikai and Mr. Yoshimichi Yoshikai of 
Mexico Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Mr. Gordo Frederico of Vancouver Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Seicho-tanko-bushi Dancing 
Conservation Society

Everyone joining in the 
tanko-bushi dance

Ms. Nobuko Thiesen of Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai

Aloha song
Hawaii Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Hawaii shima Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Kauai Fukuoka Kenjinkai

Kona Fukuoka Kenjinkai
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Venue: Fukuoka Prefectural 
Government Office

September 9, 2013

Souvenir packages for participants
 (Products donated by local governments  
  businesses)

Deputy Governor Etsuko Ebii of Fukuoka Prefecture

Governor Hiroshi Ogawa of Fukuoka Prefecture
Chairperson Tosho Matsuo of Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly
President Matsuhiko Shingu of Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation
Chairperson Tsuguo Nagao of the Japan-America Society of FukuokaDeputy Chairperson Hiroumi Cho of Fukuoka 

Prefectural Assembly

Singing "Furusato"

Unveiling Ceremony of the 
Countdown Clock

Banzai - three cheers Closing address
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August 23 – 30, 2013

September 3 – 8, 2013

October 7 – 14, 2013

October 8 – 13, 2013

ACROS Fukuoka
(C)ACROS FUKUOKA

Kyushu 
Geibun-kan

Fukuoka 
Prefectural 

Government 
Office

Kyushu 
National 
Museum

Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai Photo Exhibit

Lobby of the Prefectural 
Government Office

ACROS Fukuoka

Kyushu Geibun-kanKyushu National Museum
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Venue: Hilton Fukuoka Sea Hawk Venue: Fukuoka Mitsukoshi

October 12, 2013 October 8 - 13, 2013Kimono Wearing Experience World Popular Food Fair
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Venue: Fukuoka City Hakata Junior High School

October 10, 2013 October 12, 2013

Greeting from 
Hakata Osshoi 
Taiko

Greeting from 
Mika Taiko

School Visit Taiko Drumming Exchange

Fukuoka Prefectural Miike High School (Omuta City)

Nishinippon Junior College High School (Yame City)

Theme: "Keep on challenging, Create Opportunities!"
Lecturer: Mr. Kenji Kawano (consultant from Omuta City who lives in Brazil)

Greetings

Interaction

(Brazil Mika Taiko, Hakata Osshoi Taiko)
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Yame City Government Office – Yame Traditional Craftwork Center 
– Bengara-mura – Stroll through Yame – Dinner party

October 11, 2013 October 11 - 12, 2013

Yame City Government Office

Lunch at Bengara-mura

Together with Mayor Tsuneyuki Mitamura of 
Yame City

With staff from the Miyako Town Hall

Hand paper-making at the Yame Traditional Craftwork 
Center

Together with Mayor Yukiharu Inoue of 
Miyako Town

Visit to Miyako Town Irahara 
Elementary School

Strolling 
through Yame
City

Visit to Yame City Visit to Miyako Town
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Kenjinkai Youth Gathering
Kenjinkai Youth Gathering Participant ListDate: Thu, October 10, 2013, 10:00 – 11:30

Venue: Plaisir, Nishitetsu Grand Hotel
Participants: 19 young representatives from 14 Kenjinkai organizations
Chairperson: Mr. Almir Akira Inada of Tome-Acu Fukuoka Kenjinkai

1. Youth group activity report

2. Exchange projects with Fukuoka Prefecture
○ The Short Term Visit Program for Young Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 

Prefecture is truly significant; it provides good opportunities for children to learn about the 
culture of Japan and Fukuoka. Many more children have begun to take a strong interest in 
Fukuoka, participate in Kenjinkai meetings, study Japanese, and aim to study in Fukuoka in 
the future.

○ The Exchange Students Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture 
is very useful for developing international interactions; it enables students to visit Fukuoka 
Prefecture, as well as to make friends with students in Fukuoka, including students visiting 
Fukuoka from various countries. 

○ The program provides invaluable opportunities for students to discover their roots. We 
therefore strongly hope that this program, as well as the Short Term Visit Program for 
Young Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, will continue.

○ With the level of Japanese of the younger generations becoming an issue, it is necessary for 
each Kenjinkai to actively share the importance of the Japanese language and respect for 
our roots in Fukuoka.

3. Strengthening the network
○ We believe that it is necessary to launch a program in which young people in Fukuoka 

Prefecture visit each Kenjinkai. Such a program would present a good opportunity for 
participants to learn more about Fukuoka Prefecture and would enhance efforts to connect 
the prefecture with the country of the relevant Kenjinkai. If young people in Fukuoka visit 
the country when the Kenjinkai holds a particular event, such as a Japan festival, they can 
learn more about the Kenjinkai, helping to foster mutual understanding.

○ Some guardians of children who participated in the Short Term Visit Program for Young 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture have also started to organise a 
reunion for them. We feel that a network of program participants through Facebook or 
other tools will encourage such participants to visit each other in the future.

○ At Kenjinkai, we are beginning to hold some events to which we have invited successful 
businesspersons. We strongly hope that some consideration will be given to exchange of 
business information and internship programs, as well as to schemes in which students 
acquire various skills abroad.

○ We believe that it is important to secure opportunities at each Kenjinkai for children to 
learn about their own roots and about Fukuoka, thereby developing future leaders. Our 
presence here at the Youth Gathering today is very significant. When we return, we should 
convey our strong passion to children and other young people.

Agenda Items (Main Opinions)

Name of Kenjinkai Ｎａｍｅ

Argentina Takashima Alejandro Agustin

Zai-Bolivia Kawanami Nao

Brazil 

Kajimoto Angelica Kaoru

Kajimoto Denise Sakura

Minami Vivian Tiaki

Tome-Acu Inada Akira Almir

Toronto
Fukuma Mika

Tominaga Hana

Vancouver Nakui Ayaka

Mexico

Teramoto Hideki

Yoshikai Yoshimichi

Yoshikai Junichi

Paraguay Kumagai Nami

Peru Higuchi Giuliana

Hawaii Sakuda Keith

Hawaii shima Iwasaki Kellie Kaori

Kona Iwamoto Pleasence Akemi

Nanka Otsuka Keinosuke

San Francisco Sakata Aki
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Meeting of Kenjinkai Representatives

Date: Thu, October 10, 2013 14:00-16:00
Venue: Plaisir, Nishitetsu Grand Hotel
Participants: 32 representatives from 26 Kenjinkai organizations
Chairperson: Mr. Sumio Tamai, Chairperson of Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka Kenjinkai

1. Kenjinkai activity report

2. Report on the Youth Gathering
Chairperson of the Youth Gathering: Mr. Almir Akira Inada  (Tome-Acu Fukuoka 
Kenjinkai)
First, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Governor of Fukuoka 
Prefecture for providing the Short Term Visit Program for Young Descendants of 
Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture and the Exchange Students Program for 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture, both of which are truly 
significant.
In 2009, I visited Japan for the first time through the Exchange Students Program for 
Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture. That was what I had dreamt of 
since when I was a child. I had long wanted to visit Japan and Fukuoka someday. When 
I first encountered beautiful scenery in Japan, I said “tadaima” without realizing it. My 
grandfather sailed from Japan to Brazil for more than three months, went from there 
to a jungle in the Amazon, and began his new life without a bath or delicious rice, and 
survived just by cutting forests. He struggled to support his family, and eventually I 
was able to visit Japan. When I stood in Fukuoka for the first time, it made me keenly 
aware that Fukuoka was the starting point of my history and my roots. I firmly believe 
that what I experienced and how I felt at that time must be definitely shared by young 
people in the future. I must never allow myself to become the last one to appreciate 
that feeling. I hope that children and young people in the future will learn more about 
Japan and Fukuoka. At the Youth Gathering, I felt that I was not the only one to hope 
so.
Moreover, I believe that students who visited Fukuoka through the Exchange Students 
Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture should contribute 
more to their Kenjinkai. Using the experience that they accumulated over the one year 
through the program, they should support the chairperson and other members of their 
Kenjinkai, inherit their wisdom and experience, and take a future leadership role so 
that they will hand down the assets to the next generation. I would like to express my 
heartfelt gratitude to all those who have achieved great things before us, as well as to 
all the individuals at this venue. We owe what we are today to your sincere efforts and 
ambitious dreams. 

 
3. Strengthening the network with Fukuoka Prefecture and Fukuoka Overseas Kenjinkai

○ Some Kenjinkai organizations have a history of more than 100 years. At many 
such organizations, a transition to the next generation is being observed. Now a 
second, third, or fourth generation is playing a major role in promoting the relevant 
Kenjinkai’s activities. As a result, a decreasing number of people in the emerging 
generation know about the Japanese language or Japanese culture. The Short Term 
Visit Program for Young Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka Prefecture and 
the Exchange Students Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 
Prefecture play a significant role in developing young people who will connect 
Fukuoka Prefecture and the Kenjinkai. We truly hope that these programs will 
continue. At the same time, Kenjinkai should devise a scheme in which participants 
in these programs join Kenjinkai on their own initiative and promote their activities.

○ If Fukuoka Prefecture sends young people to Kenjinkai, it will act as a good 
opportunity for many more young people of Kenjinkai to learn about the prefecture. 
Actually, some members and chairpersons of Kenjinkai have assumed their 
current positions after they were inspired by interaction with young people in the 
prefecture. We believe that the prefecture’s sending youth to Kenjinkai will also 
contribute to the development of young people in the prefecture. Such a program 
will be mutually beneficial.

○ We would like to hold a joint business seminar between Fukuoka Prefecture and 
Kenjinkai. Such a seminar will be useful to both the prefecture and Kenjinkai.

○ We are a Kenjinkai organization comprising representative office members of 
Japanese companies. We are very honored to be invited to such an international 
event as this. We were very impressed to hear the report from the representative 
of the youth group. We would like to take every opportunity to share various 
information with you. Meanwhile, as Kenjinkai is an organization made up of 
members from a wide variety of occupations, we are always ready to provide full 
support if Fukuoka Prefecture needs some help for its projects.

○ If Fukuoka Prefecture provides Kenjinkai with more information in a timely manner, 
Kenjinkai will be able to further raise its members’ interest in the prefecture.

4. Venue of the Next Convention
○ Mexico announced its candidacy, which was unanimously accepted.

Agenda Items (Main Opinions)
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Fukuoka Declaration

　The 8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention was conducted in Fukuoka 
Prefecture for the first time in 12 years under the motto “our roots are in Fukuoka, our 
dreams are worldwide – creating a shared future through our bonds with Fukuoka”.

　In addition to Kenjinkai branches for migrants from Fukuoka Prefecture and their 
descendents, the Convention this time also welcomed branches made up of mainly 
expatriates.  Living up to its reputation, the Convention was indeed the gathering of 
Overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai from all around the world.

　For us living abroad away from our hometown, we maintain deep affections for Fukuoka 
Prefecture, and Kenjinkai which resembles familial bonds serves as an essential source of 
emotional support.

　“Exchange Students Programme for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 
Prefecture” and “Short Term Visit Programme for Young Descendents of Immigrants 
from Fukuoka Prefecture” contribute greatly to the development of youth by nurturing 
the next generation that will bear the future of Kenjinkai activities.  We are extremely 
grateful for these wonderful programmes, and recognise the importance of mutual 
exchange by hosting youth from Fukuoka Prefecture.

　Through the Worldwide Convention this time, we had the opportunity to interact 
with the people of Fukuoka Prefecture and were deeply touched by the warmth of 
our hometown as well as the close connections we share.  In this international society 
accompanied by the rapid rise of globalisation, we shall join hands with those who share 
the same roots, treasure the bonds we have with Fukuoka Prefecture in a variety of 
fields, and pledge the following. 

1. To promote mutual exchange in the field of youth development for 
both Kenjinkai and Fukuoka Prefecture.

2. To expand and enhance the network between Fukuoka Prefecture 
and Overseas Kenjinkai, and the network amongst Kenjinkai, for the 
purpose of promoting exchanges in a wide range of fields.

3. To hold the 9th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention in Mexico 
in 2016.

12 October 2013

Overseas Fukuoka Kenjinkai Participants
8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention

Attendance at Meeting of Kenjinkai Representatives
Name of Kenjinkai Name Position

Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Tsuru Antonio Chairperson

Arase Isao

Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai Matsumoto Koji Chairperson

Belem Fukuoka Kenjinkai Ono Shigeyoshi Chairperson

Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai Minami Agostinho Toshio Chairperson

Tome-Acu Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Kato Hiroyuki Chairperson

Inada Akira Almir

Toronto Fukuoka Kenjinkai Tominaga Suenori Chairperson

Vancouver Fukuoka Kenjinkai Gordo Frederico Acting Chairperson

Hong Kong Fukuoka Kenjinkai Shimizu Enki Chairperson

Zai-Shanghai Fukuoka Kenjinkai Tanimoto Takeji Chairperson

Colombia Fukuoka Kenjinkai Sakamoto Masako Chairperson

Delhi Fukuoka Kenjinkai Hiromasa Shunichiro Chairperson

Zai-Malaysia Fukuoka Kenjinkai Fujiki Masatoshi Chairperson

Mexico Fukuoka Kenjinkai　
Hirata Francisco Chairperson

Iida Toshiaki Adviser

Paraguay Fukuoka Kenjinkai Kumagai Mitsuru Chairperson

Peru Fukuoka Club
Hirakawa Katsumi Acting Chairperson

Hirakawa Keiko

Seoul Hakata-kai Umebayashi Fujio Chairperson

Taiwan Fukuoka Kenjinkai, Baiyukai Yoshioka Ikunobu Representative Facilitator

Thailand Fukuoka Kenjinkai Okamoto Sadaaki Chairperson

Hawaii Fukuoka Kenjinkai Sekiya Raymond Chairperson

Hawaii shima Fukuoka Kenjinkai
Cook Vaughn Chairperson

Noumaru Junichi Director

Kauai Fukuoka Kenjinkai Inoue Norman Chairperson

Kona Fukuoka Kenjinkai Shirota Susan Utako Acting Chairperson

Nanka Fukuoka Kenjinkai 
Soh Nobuyuki Chairperson

Otsuka Keinosuke Chairperson of Senior/Youth Group

San Francisco Fukuoka Kenjinkai Ishii Sunao Chairperson

Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka Kenjinkai Tamai Sumio Chairperson

Hanoi Battenkai Minoda Takeshi Acting Chairperson



（公財）福岡県国際交流センター調べ
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Photo Exhibit Panel Collection

　海外には、福岡県出身の移住者で組織される北米・中南米の県人会や、企業の海
外駐在員等で組織されるアジア・欧州の県人会など、３７の福岡県人会があります。

　福岡県からの最初の海外移住は、今から１２０年以上も前の１８８５年（明治１８年）に、
ハワイへ１２９名が移住したことに始まります。
　１９００年代に入ると、移住先はハワイから米国本土やカナダ、メキシコに広がり、さらに、
ペルー、ブラジルなどの南米に移りました。
　戦後には、ブラジルのアマゾン河流域、パラグアイ、ボリビアなどへの移住が始まりました。
　福岡県からの移住者の人数は、全国で４番目に多く、約５万６千人に達しています。

海外の福岡県人会 移 住 の 歴 史

ハワイ，ホノルルに到着した日本からの移住者

ハワイ，1890 年代頃のサトウキビの収穫

ハワイ，ヒロ郊外のプランテーション村落

ハワイ，サトウキビ畑で働く日本人

(As these are panels used in the actual Photo Exhibits, they are in Japanese only)



57 58

8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention Report

D
o

cu
m

e
n

ts

移 住 の 歴 史

ブラジル，サンパウロ州（1920 年代頃）
自分達の土地を自力で耕そうとする移住者

ブラジル，サンパウロ州（1936 年）
ベラクルス市の日本人小学校

ブラジル，パラナ州（1930 年代頃）
収穫されたコーヒー豆を振るいかけする農夫

ブラジル，サンパウロ州（1940 年代頃）
手作業によるコーヒー豆の穫り入れ

　移住された人々は、言葉はもとより気候、風土など全く異なる環境の中で大変な苦労
をしながら、移住国の発展に大きく貢献してきました。
　現在では、政治、経済、教育、文化、医療など様 な々分野で活躍され、それぞれ
の国において尊敬と信頼を得る存在となっています。
　同時に、ふるさと福岡への深い愛着を抱き、各地で福岡県人会を設立し、福岡県人
であることの誇りを持ち続けてきました。
　現在、海外福岡県人会は、福岡・日本と移住国をつなぐ懸け橋として、貴重な財産
となっています。
　福岡県では、県人会との相互交流の促進や県人会の後継者育成の支援を目的とし
た事業を行い、海外福岡県人会の発展とさらなるネットワークの強化を目指しています。

移住者による福岡県人会

バンクーバー福岡県人会
（設立：1978 年　　会員数：95 名）

トロント福岡県人会
（設立：1980 年　　会員数：147 名）

レスブリッジ福岡県人会
（設立：1981年　　会員数：46 名）

シアトル・タコマ福岡県人会
（設立：1907 年　　会員数：91名）
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移住者による福岡県人会

湾東福岡県人会（オークランド）
（設立：1907 年　　会員数：38 名）

南加福岡県人会（ロサンゼルス）
（設立：1908 年　　会員数：560 名）

ハワイ福岡県人会
（設立：1957 年　　会員数：152 名）

サンフランシスコ福岡県人会
（設立：1950 年　　会員数：222 名）

カウアイ福岡県人会
（設立：1985 年　　会員数：40 名）

コナ福岡県人会
（設立：1967 年　　会員数：124 名）

移住者による福岡県人会

ブラジル福岡県人会
（設立：1930 年　　会員数：977 名）

ハワイ島福岡県人会
（設立：1967 年　　会員数：165 名）

コロンビア福岡県人会
（設立：1978 年　　会員数：129 名）

マナウス福岡県人会（ブラジル）
（設立：1959 年　　会員数：102 名）

メキシコ福岡県人会
（設立：1952 年　　会員数：142 名）

ペルー福岡クラブ
（設立：1959 年　　会員数：600 名）
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移住者による福岡県人会

アルゼンチン福岡県人会
（設立：1965 年　　会員数：110 名）

ベレン福岡県人会（ブラジル）
（設立：1969 年　　会員数：60 名）

在ボリビア福岡県人会
（設立：1973 年　　会員数：36 名）

トメアスー福岡県人会（ブラジル）
（設立：1975 年　　会員数：16 名）

パラグアイ福岡県人会
（設立：1958 年　　会員数：220 名）

　グローバル化の進展により、企業等の海外進出が増加する中、福岡県出身の駐在
員等が現地で親睦や交流を深めるために、福岡県人会を結成して活動するケースも出
てきました。
　アジアや欧州で最近増えてきている福岡県人会の存在は、福岡県人が世界各地で
活躍していることを示すものとも言えます。

企業駐在員等による福岡県人会

在上海福岡県人会
（設立：1996 年　　会員数：573 名）

ソウル博多会
（設立：1990 年　　会員数：115 名）

香港福岡県人会
（設立：1977 年　　会員数：120 名）

大連福岡県人会
（設立：1998 年　　会員数：106 名）
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企業駐在員等による福岡県人会

在マレーシア福岡県人会

台湾福岡県人会「梅友会」
（設立：2002 年　　会員数：44 名）

在ホーチミン福岡県人会
（設立：2003 年　　会員数：100 名）

シンガポール福岡県企業会
（設立：1996 年　　会員数：12 社、賛助会員 4 名）

ハノイばってん会
（設立：2012 年　　会員数：約 70 名）

タイ国福岡県人会
（設立：1992 年）

企業駐在員等による福岡県人会

オランダ福岡県人会
（設立：2006 年　　会員数：20 名）

インドネシア福岡県人会「飛び梅会」
（設立：1999 年　　会員数：163 名）

デリー福岡県人会
（設立：2009 年　　会員数：40 名）

フランス福岡県人会
（設立：1999 年　会員数：35 名）

デンパサール福岡会

英国福岡県人会
（設立：1980 年　会員数：約 80 名）
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　福岡県から海外に移住された県人会会員の子弟を、留学生として１年間受け入れ、
県内の大学や専門学校等で専門知識や技能を修得すると同時に、福岡県の伝統・文
化、産業、経済等の理解を深めてもらうための事業を１９６６年（昭和４１年）から実施し
ています。
　これまでに受け入れた留学生は３９４名に上り、帰国した留学生は、学んだ知識や技
能を活かしてそれぞれの国で活躍するとともに、県人会の活動に積極的に参加し、福
岡県との交流に貢献しています。
　２００名以上の留学生を送り出してきたブラジルでは、２０１２年（平成２４年）９月に、
県費留学生ＯＢ会が設立されました。また、留学生ＯＢが会長を務める県人会もあり、
後継者育成の成果を上げています。次を担う世代と福岡県との新たな交流の拡大が期
待されています。

移住者子弟留学生（県費留学生）

留学証書授与式・送別会

ブラジル県費留学生ＯＢ会設立記念式典（2012 年）

福岡県庁訪問

移住者子弟留学生（県費留学生）

着物体験

ブラジル県費留学生ＯＢ会の皆さん

たけのこ掘り体験

生け花体験

博多祗園山笠に参加

田植え体験
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移住者子弟留学生（県費留学生）

ぶどう狩り体験

福岡県海外移住家族会の皆さんと

稲刈り体験

　福岡県から海外に移住された県人会会員の子どもたち（小学校高学年）を、約２
週間、福岡県に招き、福岡への興味・関心を高め、理解を深めてもらうための事業を
２００８年（平成２０年）から実施しています。
　これまでに招へいした子どもたちは１１２名に上り、県内での様々な体験を通じて、
自分のルーツである福岡を誇りに思い、帰国後は、日本語の勉強に一層熱心になった
り、和太鼓グループの練習に参加するなどの変化が現われています。
　将来は、県人会活動の後継者として活躍することが期待されています。

海外県人会子弟の招へい

和太鼓体験

福岡県庁訪問

南京玉すだれに挑戦

福岡県議会訪問
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海外県人会子弟の招へい

博多祇園山笠見学

小学校での交流～書道体験

大島山笠に参加

小倉城見学

小学校での交流～自国の紹介

海外県人会子弟の招へい

和太鼓体験

トヨタ自動車
九州工場見学

うちわ作り体験
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　移住周年記念式典や県人会創立記念式典等に、福岡県からも訪問団が参加し、
県人会との結びつきの強化に努めています。

海外県人会との交流

南加福岡県人会創立 100 周年（2008年）

パラグアイ福岡県人会創立 45 周年（2005年）

日本人アマゾン移住 80 周年（2009年）

ブラジル日本移民100 周年（2008年）

海外県人会との交流

ペルー福岡クラブ会長一行の福岡訪問（2013年）

バンクーバー福岡県人会創立 30 周年（2010年）

アルゼンチン福岡県人会創立 45 周年（2010年）

ボリビア福岡県人会との交流（2013年）

メキシコ福岡県人会創立 60 周年（2011年）

サンフランシスコ福岡県人会創立 60 周年（2010年）
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　福岡県では、海外福岡県人会の協力のもと、県内の青年をブラジルなどに派遣し、
農業実習や視察研修等を通じた交流を行ってきました。
　近年、海外福岡県人会が持っているネットワークを活かし、県人会と連携したビジネ
スや青少年交流等が行われるようになり、今後さらに、このような新たな交流の促進、
拡大が期待されます。

様々な分野での交流の広がり

ブラジル派遣農業実習
（写真提供：「赤い大地の会」）

県内大学生のメキシコ派遣研修

様々な分野での交流の広がり

みやこ町海外ホームステイ事業（ハワイ島）

福岡大学とシアトル県人会との交流

県内大学生のロサンゼルス研修

県立水産高校実習船ハワイ交流事業
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様々な分野での交流の広がり
　海外福岡県人会世界大会は、１９９０年（平成２年）に開催された「とびうめ国体」
に各海外福岡県人会が招待された際、県人会同士の交流の場を設けることが提唱さ
れたことを契機に、１９９２年（平成４年）にロサンゼルスで第１回大会が開催されました。
以降、３年に一度開催され、福岡県との絆を深めています。

海外福岡県人会世界大会

第 2 回世界大会
（1995 年 9 月、サンパウロ）

第 1回世界大会
（1992 年 9 月、ロサンゼルス）

第 3 回世界大会
（1998 年 9 月、ホノルル）

サンパウロ「日本祭り」で福岡県産品を紹介

ブラジルでの福岡プロモーション



77 78

8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention Report

D
o

cu
m

e
n

ts

海外福岡県人会世界大会

第 6 回世界大会
（2007 年 8 月、シアトル）

第 4 回世界大会
（2001年 9 月、福岡）

第 7 回世界大会
（2010 年 8 月、サンパウロ）

第 5 回世界大会
（2004 年 9 月、トロント）

News Articles Covering the Convention

The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), Wednesday, August 28, 2013

The Nishinippon 
Shimbun 
(morning edition), 
Thursday, April 
11, 2013
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The Asahi Shimbun (morning edition), Wednesday, September 11, 2013The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Ad in The Yomiuri Shimbun (morning edition), 　　　　　　　　　Saturday, September 28, 2013
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The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), 　　　　　　　　　　　Sunday, October 6, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), 
Saturday, October 5, 2013
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The Mainichi Shimbun (morning edition), Thursday, October 10, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun 
(morning edition), Friday, 
October 11, 2013

The Yomiuri Shimbun (morning edition), 
Thursday, October 10, 2013

The Yomiuri Shimbun 
(morning edition), 
Thursday, October 10, 2013

The Asahi Shimbun 
(morning edition), 
Thursday, October 10, 
2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun 
(morning edition), Thursday, 
October 10, 2013
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The Sao Paulo Shimbun , Saturday, October 12, 2013

The Yomiuri Shimbun (morning edition), Friday, October 11, 2013

NetIB-NEWS, Friday, October 11, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun 
(morning edition), Friday, 
October 11, 2013

海外福岡県人会世界大会が開幕〜記念式典に６００人
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The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), 
Sunday, October 13, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), Sunday, October 13, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), Thursday, October 24, 2013

The Mainichi Shimbun 
(morning edition), 
Sunday, November 17, 2013

The Nishinippon Shimbun (morning edition), Saturday, October 12, 2013
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Convention Participant List

〈Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉 
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Tsuru Antonio Yanagawa City

2 Director Yuasa Yasunobu

3 Arase Isao Chikushino City

4 Otsuka Nestor Keisen Town, Kaho-gun

5 Takashima Alejandro Agustin

6 Takahashi Michiko

7 Tsuru Alberto Yanagawa City

8 Tsuru Noriko Yanagawa City

9 Teresas Beatris Tamae

10 Nakachi Minoru Soeda Town, Tagawa-gun

11 Fujita Noriko Itoshima City

12 Murakami Kimiko Kurogi Town, Yame City

13 Yuasa Masayo Keisen Town, Kaho-gun

〈Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Matsumoto Koji Kurogi Town, Yame City

2 Deputy-Chairperson Ogata Susumu

3 Secretary Kawanami Nao Kurogi Town, Yame City

4 Ogata Miasa

〈Belem Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Ono Shigeyoshi

2 Ono Urana Toshiko

〈Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Minami Agostinho Toshio Tachiarai Town, Mii-gun

2 Counselor Nakamura Isao Kurume City

3 Adviser Konishi Katsuki Tanushimaru Town, Kurume City

4 Adviser Okatani Tadashi Inazu, Kaho-gun

5 Emeritus Chairperson Matsuo Osamu Yukuhashi City

6 Deputy-Chairperson Tanaka Isao Yanagawa City

7 Deputy-Chairperson Fukunaga Milton Tachiarai Town, Mii-gun

8 Secretary Director Kajimoto Shigeo Fukuoka City

9 Accounting Director Marubayashi Shigeki Tanushimaru Town, Kurume City

10 Director Ishizaki Kanjo Chuo-ku, Fukuoka City

11 Director Maeda Osami Yame City

12 Director Tsujisawa Cazue Fukuoka City

13 Branch Office Manager Ito Teizo

14 Branch Office Manager Ono Tadashi

15 Akutagawa Sumie

16 Alexandre Pereira Da Motta

17 Ishizaki Atsumi Buzen City

18 Uematsu Sakamoto Etsuko Kurogi Town, Yame City

19 Eto Kinue Kama City

20 Ootaki Takio Fukuoka City

21 Okatani Kayoko Inazu, Kaho-gun

22 Okada Keiko

23 Kague Ademar Fukuoka City

24 Kajimoto Angelica Kaoru

25 Kajimoto Denise Sakura

26 Koga Carla Cristina

27 Koga Kimika Fukuoka City

28 Konomi Yuji Sergio Kurume City

29 Shigematsu Seiko Tachiarai Town, Mii-gun

30 Tatemoto Koki Yoshii Town, Ukiha City

31 Tatemoto Yoshie Yoshii Town, Ukiha City

32 Tanaka Keiko

33 Tsuji Tateyama Yachie Tachiarai Town, Mii-gun

34 Tsutida Chisuko Kaho-gun

35 Tsuruga Keiko Aka Village, Tagawa-gun

36 Tsuruga Masanori

37 Matsuo Kiyoko

38 Nakamura Michiko

39 Nakamura Hisae

40 Nishio Saeko Kokura, Kitakyushu City

41 Nishio Katsunori Kokura, Kitakyushu City

42 Hayashi Madoka Ashiya Town, Onga-gun

43 Hirosaki Kenji Rubens Kurume City

44 Minami Kumiko Omuta City
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45 Minami Vivian Tiaki

46 Menegati Amarilda Tsutida

47 Menegati Carlos Alberto

〈Tome-Acu Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Kato Hiroyuki Yamakawa Town, Miyama City

2 Inada Akira Almir

〈Toronto Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Tominaga Suenori Shingu Town, Kasuya-gun

2 Board Member Fukuma Mika

3 Director Godo Shinya

4 Accountant Kawahara Shoji Kurogi Town, Yame City

5 Godo Masumi

6 Tominaga Natsuyo Shingu Town, Kasuya-gun

7 Tominaga Hana Shingu Town, Kasuya-gun

〈Vancouver Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Acting Chairperson Gordo Frederico Itoshima City

2 Isono Norie

3 Nakui Ayaka

4 Higuchi Kayoko Fukuoka City

〈Hong Kong Fukuoka Kenjinka〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Shimizu Enki Kitakyushu City

〈Zai-Shanghai Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Tanimoto Takeji Yukuhashi City

〈Colombia Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Sakamoto Masako Asakura City

2 Auditor Shiwa Akemi Kurume City

3 Kikutake Kumiko Kurume City

4 Kikutake Teruyuki Kurume City

5 Shiwa Rika Kurume City

〈Delhi Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Hiromasa Shunichiro Fukuoka City

〈Zai-Malaysia Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉　　
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Fujiki Masatoshi Omuta City

〈Mexico Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉　　
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Hirata Francisco Tachiarai Town, Mii-gun

2 Adviser Iida Toshiaki Kurume City

3 Adviser Iida Hiromi Kurume City

4 Special Accountant Gyotoku Mercedes Kurume City

5 Special Accountant Teramoto Iida Michiko Kurume City

6 Director Teramoto Iida Hideki Kurume City

7 Secretary Iida Sachiko Kurume City

8 Iida Chiyoko Kurume City

9 Ohta Toshiko

10 Consuelo Franco Aviles

11 Teramoto Alberto

12 Miyake Etsuko

13 Yoshikai Kunio Kurume City

14 Yoshikai Amador Sakura Kurume City

15 Yoshikai Amador Olga Kurume City

16 Yoshikai Amador Haruko Kurume City

17 Yoshikai Amador Lilia Kurume City

18 Yoshikai Amador Daniel Kurume City

19 Yoshikai Yoshimichi Kurume City

20 Yoshikai Junichi Kurume City
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〈Paraguay Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Kumagai Mitsuru Haki Town, Asakura City

2 Kumagai Nami

3 Kumagai Mieko Joyo Town, Yame City

〈Peru Fukuoka Club〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Acting Chairperson Hirakawa Katsumi Fukuoka City

2 Hirakawa Keiko Fukuoka City

3 Umesaki Fabio Fukuoka City

4 Umesaki Cecilia Fukuoka City

5 Komiya Takaaki Fukuoka City

6 Shirakawa Yoko

7 Higa Clemente Fukuoka City

8 Higuchi Giuliana

9 Hashimoto Lucila Fukuoka City

10 Hirakawa Emiko

11 Hirakawa Yukio Fukuoka City

12 Yamashiro Naomi Fukuoka City

〈Seoul Hakata-kai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Umebayashi Fujio Kotake Town, Kurate-gun

2 Umebayashi Yoko Tagawa City

〈Taiwan Fukuoka Kenjinkai, Baiyukai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Representative Facilitator Yoshioka Ikunobu Kitakyushu City

〈Thailand Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Okamoto Sadaaki Itoshima City

2 Manager Kawagoe Shinichiro Kitakyushu City

3 Manager Sadakata Yasunori

4 Manager Miyazaki Masayoshi Itoshima City

5 Manager Moriyama Yasuyuki

〈Hawaii Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Sekiya Raymond Asakura-gun

2 Former Chairperson Kobayashi Bertrand Kama City

3 Deputy-Chairperson Sakuda Keith

4 Accountant Assistant Sekiya Betsy Chisako Yame City

5 Emeritus Member Ariyoshi George Buzen City

6 Emeritus Member Ariyoshi Jean

7 Accountant Nomura Myles Kurume City

8 Ekimoto Kaoru Nishi-ku, Fukuoka City

9 Kuge Jean Mitsuko Moji-ku, Kitakyushu City

10 Kuge John Shunji Moji-ku, Kitakyushu City

11 Kobayashi Tatsukichi

12 Sekiya Mabel Sachiko Asakura-gun

13 Nakamura Evelyn Hatsue Asakura City

14 Nonaka Atsuko Hakata-ku, Fukuoka City

15 Fujii Jeannie Asakura City

16 Breukers Carianne Asakura-gun

17 Breukers Robert

18 Matsumoto Tadao

19 Matsumoto Naomi Yukuhashi City

20 Miyahara Kwok Mayumi Fukuoka City

21 Yajima Lenny Sae Asakura-gun

22 Yamasaki Teresa Moji-ku, Kitakyushu City

23 Yamasaki Raymond Noboru Moji-ku, Kitakyushu City

24 Lee Karen Chiyomi Asakura-gun

25 Lee Clayton

26 Wada Elaine Harumi Moji-ku, Kitakyushu City

27 Wada Thomas Katsuji

〈Hawaii shima Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Cook Vaughn Kanda Town, Miyako-gun

2 Deputy-Chairperson Uyeno Harold Iwao Ukiha City

3 Director Kaku Gary Kitakyushu City

4 Director Takasaki Haruo Asakura City

5 Director Nakatsu Takeshi
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6 Director Noumaru Junichi Kitakyushu City

7 Director Fujiyama Stanley Itoshima City

8 Secretary (Japanese) Takasaki Mitsuko Ogoori City

9 Secretary (English) Fujiyama Judith

10 Aihara Emiko

11 Iwasaki Kellie Kaori

12 Uyeno Jane Fumiko Ukiha City

13 Kaku Earl Kitakyushu City

14 Kaku Gail

15 Kaku Cynthia Kitakyushu City

16 Kawasaka Wilma

17 Kuroyama Yuriko

18 Kuroyama Gary

19 Nakatsu Misako Ogoori City

20 Yasutomi Kenneth

21 Yasutomi Ann

〈Kauai Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Inoue Norman Mii-gun

2 Hashisaka Ken Reid Chikuzen Town, Asakura-gun

3 Hashisaka Marilyn Chikuzen Town, Asakura-gun

4 Uemura James Chikushi-gun

5 Tabe Toyoko Fukuoka City

6 Haraguchi Asako Fukuoka City

7 Higashi Masako Fukuoka City

〈Kona Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Acting Chairperson Shirota Susan Utako Chikujo Town, Chikujo-gun

2 Accountant Kaneko Gilbert Shungo Mii-gun

3 Iwamoto Pleasence Akemi

4 Kaneko Mildred Kazuko Mii-gun

5 Nishioka Owen Mitsuji

6 Mizoshiri Frank Masaru Yame City

〈Nanka Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Soh Nobuyuki Fukuoka City

2 Chairperson of Senior/Youth Group Otsuka Keinosuke Kawasaki Town, Tagawa-gun

3 Counselor Otani Akiyoshi Izuka City

4 Counselor Takeuchi Tokuyasu Kotake Town, Kurate-gun

5 Counselor/Accountant Assistant Inouye Eiichi Yame City

6 Accountant Uchiyama Eiko Ukiha City

7 Director Endo Koichi

8 Board Member of Senior/Youth Group Osada Keiko

9 Inouye Shinobu Yame City

10 Ueno Michiko Kurume City

11 Osaki Tsuneko Ukiha City

12 Oyama Saeko Yame City

13 Kashima Kimie Kitakyushu City

14 Kunitake Akie

15 Takeuchi Kiyoko

16 Tajima Kihachiro Yame City

17 Nakamura Yumiko

18 Baba Tomomi

19 Hori Takayuki Fukuoka City

20 Matsuoka Minako Yukuhashi City

21 Miyazaki Masayoshi Nijo Town, Itoshima City

22 Miyazato Katsuyoshi Omuta City

23 Yasutake Kimiyo Fukuoka City

24 Yasutake Mutsuo Minagi, Asakura City

〈San Francisco Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Ishii Sunao Fukuoka City

2 Counselor Ayabe Eiji Ukiha City

3 Counselor Matsuoka Takashi Izuka City

4 Ishii Haruko

5 Sakata Aki Kurume City

6 Shibata Michiko

7 Seab Kuroi Shioko

8 Schuldt Shiiba Miyoko Shingu Town, Kasuya-gun
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9 Vazifdar Makiko Izuka City

10 Valdez Toyako

11 Blomeyer Michie

12 Yoshii Yoko

〈Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka Kenjinkai〉  
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Chairperson Tamai Sumio Yame City

2 Deputy-Chairperson Suetsugu George Kurume City

3 Deputy-Chairperson Thiesen Nobuko Kitakyushu City

4 Secretary Forrester Tsuchino Kasuga City

5 Board Member Oshiro Kiyoko Joyo Town, Yame City

6 Kraft Yoneko

7 Suetsugu Mayumi

8 Nishida Tsunetaro

9 Forrester Micheal

10 Bennett Marie Fukuoka City

〈Hanoi Battenkai〉 
NO. Position Name Birthplace

1 Manager Minoda Takeshi Kitakyushu City

2 Komatsu Takamasa Miyako Town, Miyako-gun

Executive Committee
8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention Executive Committee

Position Organization Title Name

Chairperson Fukuoka Prefecture Governor Ogawa Hiroshi

Counselor Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly Chairperson Matsuo Tosho

(Former Counselor Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly Former Chairperson Matsumoto Kunihiro）

Deputy Chair Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly  Former Deputy Chairperson Niimura Masahiko 

Deputy Chair Fukuoka Chamber of Commerce and Industry Chairperson Sueyoshi Norio

Committee Chair Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation President Shingu Matsuhiko

Supervisor JICA Kyushu International Center Director Katsuta Yukihide

Supervisor JETRO Fukuoka Business Support Center Director Nomura Kunihiro

(Former Supervisor JETRO Fukuoka Business Support Center Former Director Arahata Minoru）

Committee Members

Fukuoka Prefectual Association of City Mayors Chairperson Kitahashi Kenji

Fukuoka  Prefectual Association of Towns and Villages Chairperson Nanri Tatsumi

Fukuoka Society of Commerce and Industry Chairperson Kido Tsukio

Fukuoka Prefecture Tourism Board Chairperson Akashi Hiroyoshi

Fukuoka Canada Society Chairperson Kamata Michisada

Japan-America Society of Fukuoka Chairperson Nagao Tsuguo

Fukuokaken kaigaiiju Kazokukai Chairperson Muto Eiji

Fukuoka-Brazil Agricultural Trainees ‘Akai Daichi no Kai’ Representative Koga Hitoshi

NPO Tiempo Iberoamericano President Herrera Santiago

Lethbridge Fukuoka Kenjinkai    Chairperson Nakamura Kazuo

Toronto Fukuoka Kenjinkai  Chairperson Tominaga Suenori

Vancouver Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Kiyota Masaru

Nanka Fukuoka Kenjinkai  Chairperson Soh Nobuyuki

San Francisco Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Ishii Sunao

Seattle-Tacoma Fukuoka Kenjinkai    Chairperson Tamai Sumio

Wanto Fukuoka Kenjinkai  Chairperson Fujii Takuma

Hawaii Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Sekiya Raymond

Hawaii shima Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Cook Vaughn 

Kauai Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Inoue Norman

Kona Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Hirata Jerry

Mexico Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Hirata Francisco

Colombia Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Sakamoto Masako

Peru Fukuoka Club Chairperson Ouchida Armando

Belem Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Ono Shigeyoshi

Brazil Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Minami Agostinho Toshio 

Manaus Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Otsuka Takuo

Tome-Acu Fukuoka Kenjinkai　 Chairperson Kato Hiroyuki

Zai-Bolivia Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Matsumoto Koji

Paraguay Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Kumagai Mitsuru

Argentina Fukuoka Kenjinkai Chairperson Tsuru Antonio

Program for Descendants of Immigrants from Fukuoka 
Prefecture exchange students
NO. Position Name Name of Kenjinkai

1 Hosoe Tania Emi Brazil

2 Matunobu Lie Brazil

3 Ueda Uemura Yukiko Bruna Brazil

4 Yokoo Ronald Kenji Brazil

5 Yoshikay Benitez Diego Alonso Peru

6 Tokunaga Naoto Zai-Bolivia

7 Yuasa Facundo Argentina

8 Kanagawa Ryusuke Nanka

(In random order)

*The above list has been prepared based on the information provided by each individual.
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8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention Managing Committee
Position Organization Title Name

Director International Exchange Bureau, Fukuoka 
Prefectural Government

Bureau Director Saruwatari Minoru

Deputy Director Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation Managing Director Tanaka Shunta 

Member Citizen Participation and Cooperation Division, 
JICA Kyushu International Center

Division Director Tanaka Hiroyuki

〃 Private School Promotion Division, Fukuoka 
Prefectural Government

Division Director Okubo Kazue

〃 Youth Affairs Division, Fukuoka Prefectural 
Government

Division Director Ito Nozomu

〃 International Economics and Tourism Division, 
Fukuoka Prefectural Government

Division Director Takenami Kenjiro

〃 Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly Secretariat
Assistant Director and 

General Affairs 
Division Director

Takashima Hikaru

〃 High School Education Division, Education 
Office, Fukuoka Prefectural Government

Division Director Yonehara Yasuhiro

〃 Fukuoka Prefectual Association of Towns and 
Villages

General Affairs 
Division Director

Hatano Masaru

〃 Commerce and Industry Promotion Department, 
Fukuoka Chamber of Commerce and Industry

International Affairs 
Department Director

Nishioka Junji

〃 Fukuoka Prefecture Tourism Board Secretary General Inoue Kosaku

Cooperation

Support

Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka City, Omuta City, Kurume City, Nogata City, Iizuka City, 
Tagawa City, Yanagawa City, Yame City, Chikugo City, Okawa City, Yukuhashi city, 
Ogori City, Onojo City, Munakata City, Dazaifu City, Ukiha City, Miyawaka City, Kama 
City, Asakura City, Miyama City, Itoshima City, Umi Town, Sasaguri Town, Shime Town, 
Sue Town, Hisayama Town, Kasuya Town, Kotake Town, Kurate Town, Keisen Town, 
Chikuzen Town, Tachiarai Town, Oki Town, Kawara Town, Kawasaki Town, Oto Town, 
Aka Village, Fukuchi Town, Miyako Town, Koge Town, Organization for Promotion 
Academic City by Kyushu University, Ichiyutei, Kurobo Foods Co., Chidoriya Factory Co., 
Toundo, Nikakudo Co., Hatchando Co., Marutai Co., Meigetsudo Co., Yamaguchi Aburaya 
Fukutaro Co., Kurume Chanpon Syndicate, Chikugo Udon Promotion Council (in no 
particular order)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Association of Nikkei and Japanese Abroad, Japan Foundation, 
Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA), Japan External Trade Organization 
(JETRO), Embassy of the Argentine Republic, Embassy of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia, Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil, Embassy of Canada, Embassy of 
the Republic of Colombia in Japan, Indonesian Embassy in Tokyo, Embassy of Malaysia 
in Tokyo, Embassy of the United Mexican States Embassy of the Republic of Paraguay, 
Embassy of the Republic of Peru, Royal Thai Embassy Tokyo, Consulate of the United 
States Fukuoka, Consulate-General of the Republic of Korea in Fukuoka, Consulate-General 
of the People’s Republic of China in Fukuoka, Consulate-General of the Socialist Republic 
of Viet Nam in Fukuoka, Fukuoka Prefectural Board of Education, Fukuoka Association of 
Chairpersons of City Councils, Fukuoka Association of Chairperson of Town and Village 
Assemblies, Asahi Shimbun Company, Sankei Shimbun, Nishinippon Shimbun, Nihon 
Keizai Shimbun West Japan Branch, Mainichi Newspapers, Yomiuri Shimbun West Japan 
Head Office, RKB Mainichi Broadcasting, NHK Fukuoka Broadcasting Office, Fukuoka 
Broadcasting System, Kyushu Asahi Broadcasting, TVQ Kyushu Broadcasting, Television 
Nishinippon (in no particular order)

8th Worldwide Fukuoka Kenjinkai Convention Preparatory Committee
Position Organization Title Name

Chairperson Fukuoka Prefecture Vice Governor Ebii Etsuko

Deputy Chair Fukuoka Prefectural Assembly Deputy Chairperson Niimura Masahiko

Members Fukuoka New Society Promotion Department Chief Hasegawa Eisuke

〃 JICA Kyushu International Center Director Muraoka Keiichi

〃 Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation Executive Director Tanaka Shunta

〃 Fukuoka Chamber of Commerce and Industry Executive Director Nakamura Kimihiko

(Held in 2012. Organizations/Titles are accurate as of that time)
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